McCarthy-Towne School PTSO

Meeting Minutes 
Wednesday May 11, 2011
Present: 
Tammy Sarnelli, PTSO Chair
Michele Caterina, PTSO Junior Chair

Carolyn Dee, PTSO Secretary
David Krane, Principal McT
Chris Hanlon – School Committee Liaison
Patty Lee, Parent Involvement Coordinator

Jill Defoe – Auction Co-Chair

Tracey Smith – Spring Social Co-Chair

Amy Hedison

Introductions:

All present went around the room and introduced them selves. 
Minutes:

The minutes of April 13, 2011 were approved as amended.

Treasurer’s Report

The Treasurer’s Report was reviewed.  We need to find someone to replace Jonathan as 
Treasurer as he will be leaving McT at the end of 2013.  The new treasurer should shadow him next year and take over for him the year after that.  The procedures that Jonathan has put in place has made the job doable.

Tracey Smith - Ice Cream Social 

The Ice Cream Social will be held in June.  Wristbands will sell for $7.00 – that will 

Include ice cream and admission to the games.  If you just want an ice cream coupon then the cost will be $3.00.  The 4th grade has expressed an interest in selling raffle tickets at 

the social to help fund their trip next year to Merrow Vista, but did not approach either of the social co-chairs to ask if they could do this.  The PTSO does not think it is a good

idea to confuse the two as this is a PTSO fundraiser.   
Principal’s Report
David was happy to report there have been no more snow days.  MCAS have begun and are going well.  Dr. Mills announced that there is extra money available for each school
spend on books and technology. Each school will be getting $10,000 to spend on books.  There will be a position filled for a Math Specialist for the district.  We will use $525 per classroom to purchase new Social Studies and Science textbooks. The 3rd grade will get Smartboards in their classrooms.  The school district is in very good shape
under Dr. Mills leadership.  He has done a good job managing the budget.  Class sizes

are still an issue that is being discussed.  In the fall there will be 286 kindergarteners with

more expected to enroll over the summer.  We have been allowed to add 20 more 

assistant hours per school for next year.  A new Counselor has been hired to fill the 

position that will be left vacant when Tina Morgan retires.  Her name is Kerri Tomlin 

and the school is excited to welcome her.  The placement process for next year’s 

classes has begun.  

Tammi Sarnelli – Budget Update
The PTSO budget for next year will be voted on at our June meeting.  We have made approximately $85,000 this year – down by $15,000 from last year.  A spring

Appeal letter has been sent out to parents.  The CPAC budget for next year is $1,200.

There is about $450 left over from CPAC this year for a program that was cancelled.

We will add that to the CPAC budget next year.  $100 is usually given to each grade

for one activity for the year.  Would the teachers miss the $100 if it was not given to

them next year?  Should the grade needs money be put into student aide?  It was discussed having a Town Meeting style meeting in the fall to talk about the PTSO
budget.  We will discuss this further at future meetings.  Focus in September is to 

get parents more involved in the school.  Michelle suggested putting out a list of the

jobs which need to be filled and the time commitment that each one entails.  The

PTSO will purchase $82.45 in Preserve Ware for the faculty.
Fundraisers:
Lip Sync – This brought in $1,528.
Spirit Wear/Fun Pass – 

Kerry Bremer, who runs these fundraisers is being reassigned to another school.  We will need to find someone to take over for her with these fundraisers.  
Fall Fundraiser 
This will be the new name for the social to be held in the Fall.
Student Council Coordinator

This will be a job that is dropped from the PTSO because we do not feel it is needed.

It was suggested we combine the Publicity and Shopping Service Coordinator position.

We need to fill the position of Grant Writing consultant.

There was a motion made and seconded to:

1. Change the name of the Gift Wrap/Bulbs Fundraiser to Fall Fundraiser

2. Eliminate position of Student Council Coordinator

3. Keep the position of Grant Writer

4. Keep the position of Shopping Service Coordinator
The motion was carried unanimously.

There are still a number of open positions for next year.  It was suggested that we hand out a flyer to parents at kindergarten orientation.

We will discuss the Family Portraits and the Plant Fundraiser at the next meeting.

Next Meeting

The next PTSO Meeting has been scheduled for June 8, 2011 at 7:00 P.M.
Adjournment

A motion was made and approved to adjourn the meeting at 9:00 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,

Carolyn Dee

PTSO Secretary 
