McCarthy-Towne School PTSO

Meeting Minutes 
Wednesday April 13, 2011
Present: 
Tammy Sarnelli, PTSO Chair
Michele Caterina, PTSO Junior Chair

Carolyn Dee, PTSO Secretary
Jonathan Chinitz, PTSO Treasurer 
David Krane, Principal McT
Chris Hanlon – School Committee Liaison
Tina Morgan, School Counselor
Heidi Dalaklis, Auction Co-Chair
Patty Lee, Parent Involvement Coordinator

Introductions:

All present went around the room and introduced them selves. 
Minutes:

The minutes of March 9, 2011 were approved as amended.

Treasurer’s Report

Jonathan presented the Treasurer’s Report.  We need to start talking about the budget for next year.  We need to figure out how much money we will need to support our programs.  The net figures for the Auction are down about $10,000 from last year.  Presently we have $111,951.28 in funds available.  Approximately $32,000 needs to be paid out for teaching assistants.  To fund everything we will be about $22,000 short this year.  The budget needs to be voted on in June so we need to figure out ways to raise the shortfall money by then.  A Spring Appeal letter will be going out in the next couple of weeks.  Jonathan stated that he will serve as Treasurer for one more year and then he will be stepping down as his youngest child will be graduating from McT.  We need to start looking for a replacement and he will be happy to help train that person.  The Treasurer’s report was approved.
Principal’s Report
The Auction was a wonderful success and a lot of fun.  Thankfully we have had no more snow days.  The math MCAS will be administered in May with the 5th grade having an additional Science & Technology test also.  A new position is being developed for a Math Curriculum Specialist district wide to work with the teacher’s to implement different curriculum in each school.  Tina Morgan, school counselor, will be retiring at the end of June.  Tina has written a book, “Tidbits from Tina” which will be available for sale soon.  
Having two sections of All Day Kindergarten was discussed.  It most likely will not happen because of space issues.  The class placements for next year will be discussed and finalized in the next two months.  

Tina Morgan – Parker Damon Fund

Work on finding the appropriate display case continues.  The motto that will go on the display case will be “Art is a process not a product.”
Heidi Dalaklis – Auction
While the Auction was a great success the net profits were down from last year.  Heidi will be returning as co-chair next year with possibly Jill also.  They were thinking of changing things around a bit and maybe having a Casino Night or a different venue.  They also discussed having incentives for classrooms where the most parents attend the Auction.  It was discussed about having new classroom projects next year.  More proxy money is still coming in and classroom project money is still coming in.   
Chris Hanlon – School Committee Liaison 
Next year there will be 15 sections of kindergarten.  There will be a newly created position of a Math Curriculum Specialist.  The School Committee contest was decided by two votes and Dennis Bruce has decided to ask for a recount.  It is agreed that there needs to be a more cooperative environment with the School Committee.

Fundraisers:
Lip Sync – This brought in $1,528.
Scrip – This brought in $3,300 last month.  It was discussed maybe doing a challenge in May.
Butter Braid – This activity brought in $408.  

Ice Cream Social – Everything is on track for the Ice Cream Social to be held in June.
Yard Sale – The Yard Sale will be May 21, 2011 from 8:00 A.M. to 12:00 P.M.  At the yard sale at 11:00 A.M. they will have a $5.00 bag challenge where you can put as much stuff as you want to into a bag for $5.00.
Spring Appeal – Letters will go out the Friday after vacation.

Fun Pass – We will run it again.

The PTSO will start working on the Fall Fundraisers – Snack Taxi, Preserve Plasticware and decide on whether we want to do the Gift Wrap Fundraiser in the Fall.

We need to decide whether we want to do Family Portraits next year.

It was suggested maybe we could do a Plant Fundraiser at Kennedy’s in the spring.

Patty indicated that there was interest in purchasing some preserves plasticware for the school.  Karen Shiebler indicated that she would like to purchase a set for her classroom and the school would like to purchase a set that will be used for faculty meetings and celebrations.  The cost to the PTSO will be $154.00.  This will be out PTSO donation to the faculty.  All voted yes to purchase a set of plasticware while Tina and Patty abstained from voting.

Basketball Snack Sales – It was discussed whether this fundraiser could be brought back and if the duties could be divided up among the parents.
Next Meeting

The next PTSO Meeting has been scheduled for May 11, 2011 at 7:00 P.M.
Adjournment

A motion was made and approved to adjourn the meeting at 9:00 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,

Carolyn Dee

PTSO Secretary 
