McCarthy-Towne School PTSO

Meeting Minutes 
Wednesday March 9, 2011
Present: 
Tammy Sarnelli, PTSO Chair
Michele Caterina, PTSO Junior Chair

Carolyn Dee, PTSO Secretary, 
David Krane, Principal McT
Chris Hanlon – School Committee Liaison
Tina Morgan, School Counselor
Heidi Dalaklis, Auction Co-Chair

Jill Defoe, Auction Co-Chair

Amy Hedison

Kim McOsker

Dennis Bruce

Paul Murphy
Introductions:

All present went around the room and introduced them selves. 
Minutes:

The minutes of February 16, 2011 were approved as amended.

School Committee Candidates:
The McT PTSO invited the three candidates for School Committee to come and talk with us about their candidacy and their positions on issues.  Kim McOsker, Dennis Bruce and Paul Murphy joined our meeting for the first hour.  Each talked about their background and why they would be the best candidate to fill the seats on the School Committee.  The highlights are noted below:
Dennis Bruce
· Member of Gates PTSO

· He is a CPA with a degree in Accounting.  He runs the sales and marketing team for a software company.

· PTSO should be about fundraising for activities to take place at the school not to fund the teaching assistants

· Funding for teaching assistants needs to be put in the budget
· 3 Main Function of the School Committee – Hire and Fire Superintendent, Policy Issues and the Budget

Kim McOsker
· Fundraising Chairperson and former PTSO chair for the Conant School

· Manages the budget and comes up with ideas for fundraising

· Focus needs to be on the children, professional development for the teachers and the upcoming High School Accreditation
· She believes there is room for discussion about the funding of the teaching assistants.

· It is important to share information with other schools and to work together.

· She has done budget work with start up companies.
Paul Murphy
· Master’s Degree in Education

· Engineer who is a consultant who works on budgets with clients.

· Children currently at the Merriam School

· Main Issues to focus on – Corrective Action Status at the Junior High – Finding the right people to fill the positions which will become available.

· Stress Levels and the High School

· Fundraising and the Elementary Schools

· He would like to see relief from the fundraising pressure the parents already feel.
Tina asked:  How do you see yourself guiding the School Committee by being on the School Committee?

Kim McOsker – There needs to be more communication between the School Committee, Finance Committee and the Selectmen.

Dennis Bruce – There need to be more collaboration between committees.

Paul Murphy – The Waterfall money needs to stay with the schools.  The money that was earmarked for the schools from the state needs to stay with the schools and not be handed over to the Selectmen for tax relief.  

Tammi asked:  Can we get more support in the budget for teaching assistant?

Kim McOsker – We raise what we raise because that is what the principal’s ask the school to raise.  The PTO’s shouldn’t be raising money for salaries.

Paul Murphy – The budget should be funding what is needed for each school.  Each school should be free to decide what their funds should be used for.

Dennis Bruce – The money that is raised by the PTO’s should remain with each school.  No pooling of money will happen.

The PTSO thanked the School Committee candidates for coming in and speaking with us.

Treasurer’s Report

The Treasurer’s Report was reviewed.  Scrip brought in $3,132.  Spirit Wear brought in $600.  Literacy Partners brought in $410.  The second payment for contracted services has been made.  Tammy noted that after the Auction, fundraising activities decrease so we might be short around $10,000 by the end of the year.  The Treasurer’s report was voted on and approved.

Principal’s Report
The Auction artwork is on display in the office.  There was a reasonably well reported article in “The Beacon” about McT.  The letter from the PTSO is going in next Thursday’s edition of “The Beacon”.  Six teachers will be going to teacher’s college in New York City for a week.  Five teachers will be at a week long workshop for “The Responsive Classroom.”
Tina Morgan – Parker Damon Fund

Work on finding the appropriate display case continues.
Chris Hanlon – School Committee Liaison 
There is currently a level service budget.  More assistant hours have been put in the budget for FY12.  At the School Committee meeting it was discussed whether it is appropriate for assistants to be funded outside of the school budget.  There was a re-vote of the budget at last month’s meeting but everything stayed the same.

Fundraisers:
Auction – Auction Booklet will go home in the backpacks on Monday.  Jill has invited Dr. Mills to the Auction.  Everything is on track for a great event.

Lip Sync – Is being planned and under control.

McT Spirit Wear – Did well this year.
Butter Braid – Forms will go out on Monday after the Auction.  

Fall Fundraiser – We will have to make a decision soon as to whether or not to continue with Innisbrook and the Gift Wrapping fundraiser.  We will discuss this further at the April meeting.
Yard Sale – The Yard Sale will be May 21, 2011.

Next Meeting

The next PTSO Meeting has been scheduled for April 13, 2011 at 7:00 P.M.
Adjournment

A motion was made and approved to adjourn the meeting at 8:45 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,

Carolyn Dee

PTSO Secretary 
