McCarthy-Towne School PTSO

Meeting Minutes 
Wednesday February 16, 2011
Present: 
Tammy Sarnelli, PTSO Chair
Michele Caterina, PTSO Junior Chair

Carolyn Dee, PTSO Secretary, 
David Krane, Principal McT
Patty Lee – Parent Involvement Coordinator
Chris Hanlon – School Committee Liaison
Tina Morgan, School Counselor
Heidi Dalaklis, Auction Co-Chair

Amy Hedison

Kat Hudson
Introductions:

All present went around the room and introduced them selves. 
Minutes:

The minutes of January 12, 2011 were approved as amended.

Parker Damon Fund:

A committee has been formed and they have met and come up with some ideas for using the money currently in the Parker Damon Fund.  Tina Morgan will report on this further at future meetings.

Treasurer’s Report

The Treasurer’s Report was reviewed.  Scrip brought in $2,900.  We have received an $180 reward from gift wrap sales through the internet.  McT Mornings is doing well bringing in $1,320.  $273 in book gifting money has been raised.  We have made about $20,000 this year.  The Treasurer’s report was voted on and approved.

Principal’s Report
David thanked Patty for all the work she put in putting together the kindergarten tours night.  It was very successful in large part due to Patty’s hard work.  The last day of school will now be June 21 because of the 5 snow days we have had.  Work with the responsive classroom is continuing with 5 teachers scheduled to go to a week long training this summer.  David reported that the school’s AYP status has been raised to the no status category by the Mass Department of Elementary and Secondary Education.  There are still a lot of lingering feelings about the school being labeled in the at risk category and how “The Beacon” projected our school in their paper.  The school council will be writing a letter to the editor hoping it will be published next week.
Tina Morgan – Parker Damon Fund

Tina reported that the committee has decided to purchase a display case for the school to capture the “process of learning”.  They are in the process of finding the appropriate case.

Chris Hanlon – School Committee Liaison with assistance from Amy Hedison
Amy reported that the School Committee will be voting on the budget tomorrow night.  As much support from the parent community as we can get would be very helpful.  The Finance Committee is looking for the School Committee to give back money which was give to the schools by the state and is to be used for the schools.  The School Committee will not do that.  With budget cuts things are being taken away from the schools with the promise that they will be given back but they never are.  Support from parents tomorrow night is very important.  The meeting will be at the Junior High School.

There was discussion about updating the McT website and making it more user friendly.  Also posting our agenda on McT News prior to the meeting would be helpful for parents.

The Junior High and High School use Constant Contact.  The discussion about this will continue at the next meeting.

EcoTrends – Kat Hudson

Kat Hudson did a presentation on reusable plastic ware to use in the classrooms during classroom parties or special occasions.  This reusable ware is currently being used in some of the classrooms at Douglas School.  EcoTrends is the company that Kat Hudson’s husband owns and Preserve Brand is the brand of plastic ware that is used.  If all classrooms at McT were to purchase plastic ware to used in their classrooms the total cost to McT would be about $1,037.79.  Patty will talk to the teachers about this idea and get their input as to whether this is something they would like to pursue.  It was thought we could start with a couple of sets that the teachers could use themselves during staff get togethers.  We will discuss this at the next meeting.

Fundraisers

Tammy reported on the following fundraisers:

Scrip – $2,900 has come in through Scrip Orders this month.  
Auction – In Full Swing only 4 weeks to go.  A kindergarten parent, Robin Starr, will be the auctioneer and we have found a D.J.  We will have one more PTSO meeting before the Auction.
McT Spirit Wear – Ordering deadline has been extended to this Friday.
McT Mornings – It is very successful.  Patty is currently putting together a spring session which may include some language courses.
Butter Braid – This did very well as a fundraiser last year.  We may do this as a fundraiser right before Easter in the April time period.
The PTSO will start putting together the Steering Committee for next year.  

Fall Fundraiser:

Continue with Gift Wrap

Snack Taxi – reusable snack and sandwich bags

Next Meeting

The next PTSO Meeting has been scheduled for March 9, 2011 at 7:00 P.M.
Adjournment

A motion was made and approved to adjourn the meeting at 8:45 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,

Carolyn Dee

PTSO Secretary 
