McCarthy-Towne School PTSO

Meeting Minutes - DRAFT
Wednesday November 17, 2010

Present: 
Tammy Sarnelli, PTSO Chair
Michele Caterina, PTSO Junior Chair

Carolyn Dee, PTSO Secretary, 
David Krane, Principal
Tina Morgan, School Counselor
Patty Lee – Parent Involvement Coordinator
Chris Hanlon – School Committee Liaison

Kate Crosby, Energy Advisor 
Amy Hedison
Kate Murray

Introductions:

All present went around the room and introduced them selves.  Michele Caterina was welcomed as the new Junior Chair.
Minutes:

The minutes of October 13, 2010 were approved as amended.

Treasurer’s Report

The Treasurer’s Report was reviewed.  It was discussed whether we need to think of something besides the Gift Wrap Fundraiser next year.  The numbers from the Book Fair look positive.  There are no final numbers on the Fall Social yet.  The CPAC letters went out to all families and $900.00 has been collected so far which encompasses less than 50 families.  A reminder will be sent out in the McT bulletin and on McT News.  Information about the Fun Pass Fundraiser will be going out soon.  The cost of each book is $30.00 with $7.50 going to McT.  The Treasurer’s Report was approved.
Principal’s Report
David talked about the wonderful turnout at the recent Professional Day workshop which was held at McT.  All teachers and aides were invited to come.  He was expecting around 35 people to come and 45 showed up.  The leader of the workshop was very accommodating.  The staff continued their training in the Responsive Classroom.  They learned about taking what they have learned and putting it into place in the classroom.  Tina stated that it was a great community building exercise and the presenter was great.
David talked about his hope to be able to purchase Document Cameras for the classrooms.  The cost is around $400.00 each and are a great teaching tool because it allows the teachers to project something that is printed on a screen without the need to make up an overhead slide.  It can project what is in a book without the teacher having to prepare a slide.  He believes it would be a big help for teachers in grades K, 1 & 2.  Amy stated that there is a new IT director for the schools who is very knowledgeable and would be a help with a project like this.  He hopes to start with one camera and experiment with it.  He is hoping the money for the cameras will come from the district.
David stated that the staff is now wearing badges to identify themselves to the students.  The staff voted to wear them and their function is for kids to understand who is a safe person to go to in an emergency.
Chris Hanlon – School Committee Liaison

Chris reported on the School Committee meeting which was held last month.  The district’s goal is to keep level service with level funding.  Chris pointed out that level service can’t be kept with level funding.
Chris stated that the Superintendent, Dr. Mills said that the discrepancy in fundraising among schools is troublesome.  Almost every school is now hosting a before and after school program through Community Education.  With the money raised through these programs there is a hope that the gap will shrink between schools.  McT made $17,000 from before and after school programs last year.

A survey has gone out to all parents talking about holidays which are currently observed with the Acton Public School Calendar and the date in which school should start each year.  It is encouraged that each family complete the survey.

The next School Committee meeting will be held at the Parker Damon Building with Merriam School hosting.

Kate Crosby
Kate Crosby, Energy Advisor for the schools introduced herself to the group.  She made a presentation on ways we can all conserve energy at home and in our schools.  She is going into the classrooms and talking to the children about energy conservation.  Our goal is to decrease energy use by 20% over the next 5 years.  She showed us a Kill-A-Watt meter which is available for loan at the Acton Library.  With this device you can measure how much energy certain appliances and devices are using in your home.  She told us that Solar Panels have been installed on Douglas, High School, R.J. Grey and the Highway Building.  The electricity generated from the panels is about ½ the cost of buying energy from NStar.  The total cost of electricity for all the schools is $1,433,281.  Energy waste can be reduced without affecting program quality.  She talked about the Power Down Project.  She will educate schools on how to conserve energy.  Each school will be asked to reduce their energy use by 5% through conservation.  They will then receive a report at the end of the year as to how they did.  The most important part of energy conservation is education.     

Fundraisers

Tammy reported on the following fundraisers:

Scrip – $1,100 has come in through Scrip Orders this month.  The school earned a Pajama Party which will happen on December 3.
Gift Wrap/Bulbs – The sales are down from last year.  Shall we continue with this or think of something new for next year?
Fall Social – The Fall Social was well attended and raised $400.
Book Fair – The Book Fair was a big success and raised $2,900

Game Day – Game Day will be held on November 19, 2010.

Fun Pass – The order forms will be going out on Friday.  The cost is $30.00 per book and gives you discount coupons to many attractions in Massachusetts and New Hampshire.  For every book sold $7.50 goes to McT. 

McT Merchandise – We will try to sell McT clothing and other items in the spring.
Tammy mentioned the Simple Gift Project as a possible fundraiser next year.  She will talk to Ann Budner about this.  Through this project you donate money which is used to send simple gifts to children in other countries.  For every $10 you donate $5 goes to the charity and $5 goes to the school.  We will look at this further for next year.
NStar Fundraiser – We have put a hold on the NStar fundraiser for this year.
Parker Damon Fund

Tina is in charge of figuring out what to do with the money in the Parker Damon Fund.  She has put together a committee to discuss and will meet with them.  She will report on what they discussed at our next meeting.

Parking Lot
Patty mentioned that a notice will be going out to parents about proper use and care in the Parking Lot.  Some parents have not been following the rules as to the direction in the parking lot which results in an unsafe situation for the children.  The Acton Police will now be issuing $250 tickets to anyone who passes a CASE or other School Bus during drop off and dismissal time.

Next Meeting

The next PTSO Meeting has been scheduled for December 8, 2010 at 7:00 P.M.
Adjournment

A motion was made and approved to adjourn the meeting at 8:45 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,

Carolyn Dee

PTSO Secretary 
