McCarthy-Towne School PTSO

Meeting Minutes - DRAFT
Wednesday October 13, 2010

Present: 
Tammy Sarnelli, PTSO Chair
Carolyn Dee, PTSO Secretary, 
David Krane, Principal
Tina Morgan, School Counselor
Patty Lee – Parent Involvement Coordinator
Chris Hanlon – School Committee Liaison

Francesca Ricciardi, CPAC
Leitha Rao
Introductions:

All present went around the room and introduced themselves.
Minutes:

The minutes of September 22, 2010 were approved as amended.

Treasurer’s Report

Tammy presented the Treasurer’s Report in the absence of Jonathan Chinitz.  The Treasurer’s Report was reviewed and approved at 7:20 P.M.

Principal’s Report

David stated that the staff will be talking about how to use the funds in the Parker Damon Fund at a future staff meeting.  The staff will have input in how to best use the funds.  
The staff will be having a Professional Development day in November.  They will continue to be trained in the Responsive Classroom.  While most of the staff has already been trained the newer teachers have been mentored but not formally trained.  They will also receive instruction in the Social Competency Program – the way the classroom and school are structured promoting respect.  McT teachers Robin and Caitlin will be leading a group on Thursday afternoons, once a month, for the rest of the school year.  It is based on a book:  “The Power of Their Words.”  On November 2, a trainer from Northeast Foundation will be doing an all-day workshop “Responding to Misbehavior” with the teachers and then will return later in the winter for a day of coaching and observation. 
The children have been or are going to be involved in a number of great field trips this fall including:

Apple Picking – Kindergarten

Good Harbor Beach – Grade 1

Mt. Wachusett – Grade 2

Drumlin Farm – Grade 4

Nature’s Classroom – Grade 5

Archeological Dig – Grade 6

All field trips are tied into what the children are currently learning in the classroom.

It has been decided that notices, leaflets and pamphlets will now be distributed electronically to save on the use of paper and time copying such notices.

David asked for feedback on the use of Connect Ed.  He has used it twice and he was wondering what people thought of it.  

A McT parent has expressed an interest in offering a computer class through McT mornings.  It was decided that we would offer the use of the computer lab to the community at large if anyone would like to hold a class.  The person requesting the use would need to submit a proposal to David as to what will be involved with the class.   
David has sent a letter to the School Committee telling them that he will be sending them money in order to fund the classroom assistants.

Chris Hanlon – School Committee Liaison

The next School Committee meeting will be held next week at McCarthy-Towne.  We will be providing hospitality for that meeting.  It was encouraged that McCarthy-Towne parents should attend.
Fundraisers

Tammy reported on the following fundraisers:

Scrip – Orders are still coming in.  We will run a card challenge in November with a possible Pajama Day reward for the class with the most orders.
Directory – It is in the process of being printed and will be sent home on Wednesday.  Net revenue from the sale of advertisements was $1,600.
Gift Wrap/Bulbs – The sale raised approximately $2,200 this year at this point which is down from $5,000 for last year.  It was discussed that we need to make a change next year and do something different than gift wrap for a fundraiser.  It was noted that it was frustrating ordering online as the process was not very user friendly.  The bulbs did not seem to sell well this year.  We will continue to discuss this at future meetings. 
Fall Social – Everything is on schedule for the Fall Social and Book Fair on October 29, 2010.
Game Day – Everything is on schedule and it will be held on November 19, 2010.

NStar Fundraiser – No new items are being offered, but Tammy will follow up with Maria.
The Student Council will be running a book drive for the Home for Little Wanderers.
CPAC

Francesca reported that we need to raise money in order to bring in cultural programs for the children.  We have $1,100 which we can use from the previous year.  Our goal is to raise $3,000.  It was decided that we would ask each family to donate $8.00 this year which is up from $7.00 last year.  A letter is being prepared and will be sent home in backpacks.

Next Meeting

The next PTSO Meeting has been rescheduled to November 17, 2010 at 7:00 P.M.
Adjournment

A motion was made and approved to adjourn the meeting at 8:30 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,

Carolyn Dee

PTSO Secretary 
