McCarthy-Towne School PTSO

Meeting Minutes – Final
Wednesday September 22, 2010

Present: 
Tammy Sarnelli, PTSO Chair
Carolyn Dee, PTSO Secretary, 
David Krane, Principal

Matthew McDowell – Assistant Principal

Patty Lee – Parent Involvement Coordinator

Krista Fitzgerald – Inter School Representative

Chris Hanlon – School Committee Liaison

Amy Hedison
April Hirschberg

Tracey Smith

Introductions:

All present went around the room and introduced themselves.
Minutes:

The minutes of June 8, 2010 were approved as amended.

Agenda Items

Tammy went through the agenda and outlined what we needed to discuss.  She would like to revisit whether or not we want to do the NStar Fundraiser this year.  She also would like to discuss re-implementing McCarthy-Towne mornings and whether it is cost effective to do so.
Treasurer’s Report

Tammy presented the Treasurer’s Report in the absence of Jonathan Chinitz.  She summarized that we have received some small checks from Amazon, FreeCause, EcoPhones, Recycling and the Funding Factory while we received a nice check in the amount of $523.00 from Target.  There are currently no issues with Scrip it seems to be running smoothly.  She is in the process of preparing the CPAC letter which will be sent home to all families in October.  We need to make a decision on what to do with the money which is currently in the Parker Damon Fund.  This is money that was donated by families when Parker Damon retired from being principal of McCarthy-Towne.  The money has been in an account for 10 years and we need to decide what to do with it.  David stated that he has solicited ideas from the staff and has talked to Parker about what the school might need.  He will gather his ideas together and present them to the PTSO at the next meeting.

The Treasurer’s Report was reviewed and approved at 7:25 P.M.

Principal’s Report

David stated that the MCAS scores will be going out in the mail on Friday.  He emphasized that McCarthy-Towne has done very well on the MCAS.  He stated that a new measure of the student’s progress is being reported called the Student Growth Percentile.  The Student Growth Percentile raises the goals for each child yearly.  Typical growth for a child is between 40 – 60%.  If a student has scored the same two years in a row even though the content of the tests has changed and become harder it will show that the student is not growing at an acceptable rate.  He hopes parents do not perceive this as a test of how their children are doing in school.  We are a very high achieving district with very committed parents and teachers.
David stated he is very happy to have Matt on board as Assistant Principal.  He has been a big help to David and Ed, Principal of Merriam.

We have had a great start to the school year with 497 kids in attendance.  We had some maintenance issues over the summer that were addressed.  After 10 years the building is starting to show signs of wear.  

There is a new computer lab with 25 new Mac Desktops.  Children from 3rd grade up will be able to use them.  In a corner of the Computer Lab is a new Book Room for teachers to help students to become stronger readers.  Sharon Ryan, Reading Teacher, helped develop the book room and is an incredible asset to the school.

Chris Hanlon – School Committee Liaison

Chris presented his report from the last School Committee meeting.  Some of the other schools are currently looking at new ways to reach out to more families through Facebook, Twitter etc.  This might be something McCarthy-Towne wants to consider.  With this the Douglas PTSO is hosting a night to help people to access this technology.

The School Committee is currently in the process of developing the FY2012 budget and it looks to be a bad budget year.  There is a high student to teacher ratio in our schools so they are looking at not cutting any teaching positions but other areas to target.  Parents need to support out schools by coming to the School Committee meetings and getting involved in the process.  The next School Committee meeting is October 21, 2010 at 7:30 P.M. and is being hosted by McCarthy-Towne.  We need to encourage McCarthy-Towne parents to attend.

Fundraisers

Tammy reported on the following fundraisers:

Scrip – On the low side for September but a lot have come in today.  We will have a Scrip drive in November prior to the holidays.

Directory – There are 3 co-chairs for the directory this year.  They need proofreaders but hope to publish in October.

Gift Wrap – The sale is going on from September 21 – October 4, 2010.  It seems to be going smoothly.

Fall Social – There was a desire to bring back the Cake Walk.  Kate Murray will run this instead of hiring a magician.  There will be games, pizza and music.

Game Day – It will be held on November 19, 2010.

Book Fair – It will run with the social as well as other times.  It will run a little longer this year to account for ½ days and days off in November.

Steering Committee
There are still some openings on the Steering Committee for this year.  The Jr. Chair position is still open as well as Family Photo Day, Basketball Snack Sale and the Yard Sale.  This will be Francesca’s last year Chairing the CPAC committee so we need to find someone to assist her and eventually take over next year.

School Committee Observer – It was discussed whether or not we still need this position as we have a School Committee Liaison.  We will discuss this further at the next meeting.
Student Council Liaison – It was discussed whether or not we still need this position as the Student Council runs itself.  We will discuss this further at the next meeting.
Basketball Snack Sales – This is an open position.  Merriam has given up selling snacks to our knowledge at the Basketball games so if we wanted to continue we could do it for the entire season.  We need to find a parent to facilitate.

Yard Sale – Carol Watson has agreed to co-chair the yard sale committee but will need to find a second person to help her.

David reported that from the Community Education Before and After School Programs we have received over $17,000.  With this money we were able to raise the number of hours of the classroom assistants.  Each grade is getting about 15 hours with assistants.

The NStar fundraiser was discussed.  Should we continue with it this year or not?  The first year we raised $3,200 while the last year we raised $750.  While it is 100% profit do we want to do it?  If they are offering the same products as in previous years it was decided that we should skip a year and maybe reintroduce it the following year.  Tammy will email Maria Ledeboer-Cid to see if they have any new products and if they do if we can still participate in it in January or February.  

McCarthy-Towne Mornings – A parent has expressed an interest in running a class on computers.  While we don’t offer McCarthy-Towne mornings anymore could we just offer one class.  David will look into this and report at the next meeting.

Adjournment

A motion was made and approved to adjourn the meeting at 8:35 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,

Carolyn Dee

PTSO Secretary 
