McCarthy-Towne School PTSO
Meeting Minutes

Wednesday, March 10, 2010
Attending:

	Sarah Auerbach
	Tina Morgan
	

	Kim Clark
	Tammy Sarnelli
	

	Sue Donahue
	Tracey Smith
	

	David Krane
	Astrid Trostorff
	


Introductions


Attendees went around the table and introduced themselves.

Meet school committee candidates Amy Hedison and Brendan Cotter

We met 2 of the 4 candidates who are running for school committee. The candidates reminded us that the Acton Voters Group (AVG) will be having meetings at the town hall on March 15th and the 18th from 7-9 pm where the candidates will be side by side answering questions.  Both meetings will be held at the town hall it and will be televised.
Candidate Brendan Cotter:  
Brendan has been an Acton resident for 16 years with three children in the 5th, 7th, and 9th grades.  He has been the coach of many different sports including football, soccer, and lacrosse.  He places a big emphasis on team building and sees an opportunity to create a winning team with the school committee and the new superintendent.  Brendan also stated that he feels members of the School Committee need to rekindle the spirit of listening and to be more consistent and present in the school besides at election time.

Mr. Cotter also expressed concern over classroom size and the teacher’s workload.  He wonders if basic skills like writing are de-emphasized and devalued.  He would like to see those skills come back into the classroom with a greater presence.  He would also like to survey the teachers with their opinion regarding these issues.
Candidate Amy Hedison:

 Amy expressed deep concern about class sizes.  She believes that great stress on the system comes from 25 teenagers in a class. Amy stated that although children need more individual attention as they get older, older kids can’t always advocate for themselves.  Amy encouraged us to think about creative ways to address these classroom issues.  She suggested that maybe reserves can be used to have assistant in the classes.  She added that teachers have not been asked for their input and that they should be.  Ms. Hedison was also concerned about what she has heard from teachers regarding how they feel they are being treated by the school committee.  Her fear is that we will start losing teachers (if we have not already).  
Additionally, Amy referred to a question that came up at a school council meeting regarding the bulletin and its low readership. They questioned whether more people would read the bulletin if it were in hard copy. The answer was yes, they believed that most people would rather read hard copies.   A motion was made and approved to have the bulletin put back into hard copy and sent out next month.
Minutes

· The minutes for January were approved.
Treasurer’s Report

The treasurer’s report was reviewed and approved
 

Principal’s Report

David spoke about the 4th and 5th grade assemblies, this year’s tours, level 5 cuts, MCAS, teacher changes, new swings on the playground, perception of bullying in school and how we may be handling it.
· The 4th and 5th grade assemblies were fantastic and the new format is working very well. The variety show was well planned.  It was also a nice surprise to see seemingly shy kids so extroverted when they got up on stage.

· This year’s tours were successful. Parents were relaxed, supportive, and helpful.  It was felt that people were left with a good impression.   
·  Level 5 cuts were restored.  Now it goes to town meeting where we will have to wait and see what happens.  We all agreed to work with the other schools together, equally, and as a unit.  
· MCAS is in 2 weeks.  Our goal is to keep kids relaxed and stress-free during testing.
· Next year there will be some grade level shifts.  Mariann Eden will be retiring.  Callie is going out on maternity leave April 1st.  Caroline Mayer will be taking her place for the remainder of the year.  Caroline has been working and filling in with Sharon Ryan so the transition will be easier.

· We have swings back in the playground!!!
· Tina asked for some parental input regarding bullying and how worried parents are in our community and what they may be talking about.  Our small group consensus was that teachers, interim principal Nancy, and David were and are very responsive when it came to handling situations concerning bullying.  Tina has also spoken with computer specialist Jodi on how to help kids handle internet etiquette issues, looking at the possibility of working up a program to use.   
FUNDRAISING UPDATES

SCRIP – Kim for Lynne Densen

· The forms went out Friday.  The deadline for orders is March 17.
AUCTION CHAIRS – Jill Defoe
· The auction is Saturday.  Everything is ready to go!
· T shirts will be coming on Friday.
GAME AFTERNOON - Sarah

· We made slightly less money than last year but everyone had a great time.
· Timing for the next game night will be discussed at a later date.  It may be better to have it around holiday season.
SPIRITWEAR – Kim for Kerry
· The items are coming in soon.  We made a little bit less than last year but still made $920.

DONELANS RECIEPTS – Kim for Wendy

· Deadline is March 31st.
ICE CREAM SOCIAL– Tracey

· A question was raised as to whether or not a 5th grade band could play at the social.  Logistics (weather, noise level etc.) were discussed as to how they may play a part in the Social and what repercussions it may have in for the event in the future.  Nothing has been decided yet.
BUTTERBRAID - Jill
· The deadline March 15th but orders are coming in now.
LIP SYNC – Kim for Lynne Densen
· The deadline to sign up is March 19th. The performance is scheduled for Saturday, April 10th.  There is a 24 act limit and the songs will be 2 -1/2 minutes long.  
· Songs and costumes must be family-friendly and approved.
YARD SALE – Kim for Brenda
· The flyer will go home in backpacks on the March 12th requesting donations and volunteers.  The next planning meeting will be on March 23rd.  
· Drop off will be Friday, April 30th between 4 and 9 pm.  The sale will be Saturday, May 1st from 8-12.
ADJOURNMENT

· A motion was made and approved to adjourn the meeting at 8:40.
Dates of PTSO meetings for the remainder of the school year are April 7, May 12, and June 9.

Respectfully submitted,

Sue Donahue

PTSO Secretary
