McCarthy-Towne School PTSO

Meeting Minutes

Wednesday, November 9, 2009

Attending:

	Kim Clark
	Sue Donahue
	Astrid Trostorff

	Marie Clougher
	David Krane
	

	Heidi Dalaklis
	Tina Morgan
	

	Jill Defoe
	Tracey Smith
	


Introductions


Attendees went around the table and introduced themselves.

Minutes

· The minutes from October were approved with amendments to correct the spelling of Suzi to Suzy [Eppling] and Susan Lerner’s last name from Werner. 

Principal’s Report
David updated us about the new mulch, the third and fifth grade field trips, the Fall Social, November’s scrip challenge, teacher appreciation day, and the school-wide “Imagine a Day” project.
1. David reported that the new mulch has been put down.  The cost was split with facilities 50% and then split again with Merriam and the PDB steering committee.  Anticipating tough economic times ahead, the PDB steering committee will take on an additional role in our spending.  

2. Two major field trips happened in October.  The third grades went to Plimoth Plantation.  Although it was a cool, cloudy (but dry!) day, the children learned a great deal about life for the pilgrims and had fun at the same time.  The fifth grades went Merrowvista in NH.  The hard work our fifth grade teachers put in to prepare the kids for the trip made it a great success.  A great number of parent chaperones attended and were very involved in many of the students’ activities there.  The counselors at the camp created a positive, supportive atmosphere where the kids helped each other grow and gel together as a group. All the children appeared to arrive home proud of all they accomplished over the three days. The campers found a familiar face in Tina Morgan, who also chaperoned.  She said that for some of the children, it’s their first experience away from home and trips such as this help develop their independence.  She was happy to see the students were so supportive of each other.

3. The Fall Social was well attended.  The atmosphere really gave attendees a sense of who we are as a school. People were very generous and giving of their time.  Many books were sold at the book fair.  In terms of its location, people were very adaptable when it came having the bookfair in a different area of the school than it had been in previous years. 
4. The Scrip challenge was a success!  Our pajama day is scheduled for Friday, November 20th.
5. Our teacher appreciation lunch went smoothly despite all the other events going on that day in the building.
6. The Imagine a Day project is really coming along.  The children’s clouds have begun to be hung all around the building.  
Treasurer’s Report

· CPAC to date has netted $2244. 

· Jonathan wants to remind everyone to double check the amount of their deposits and to not submit coins for deposit. Cambridge Savings bank will help with using their machine to help count out change.  A similar service is provided to account holders at Middlesex bank.
· The Treasurer’s report was approved.
FUNDRAISING UPDATES

GIFT WRAP/JEWELRY/BULBS – Kim Clark for Suzi Yarin
· Everything went smoothly.  Invoices are in and pick up was the 14th and the 21st.  
SCRIP – Kim Clark for Lynne Densen

· Scrip cards netted $1500 this month.  Keeping the system simple and reiterating the fact that people are able to use them at the grocery stores worked well.  The online feature is also working well.
FALL SOCIAL –Tracey Smith
· The social was a success!  The event netted about $600. There were a lot of parent and student volunteers that helped out and the kids loved the magician.  Having the games and entertainment in separate areas also helped to ensure everything ran smoothly.
     BOOKFAIR – Kim for Julie/Susan/Pauline
· The book fair was our most successful yet, making $2400.00.  At least one book for every classroom was purchased.  

· The McCarthy-Towne cookbooks have all been distributed.
AUCTION – Heidi Dalaklis/Jill Defoe
· This year’s theme will be baseball.  Heidi will send first flyers out on Friday and the kickoff will be next month.  
· The band (the MCATS, made up of McCarthy-Towne parents), auctioneer, and venue (Spring Hill Suites in Devens) have all been confirmed.
· Volunteers are needed for a variety of roles.  Heidi and Jill are compiling the list of various chairpeople.
OKTOBERFEST 5K – Kim Clark for Kate Murray
· The Oktoberfest race netted $125.00.
ADJOURNMENT

· A motion was made and approved to adjourn the meeting at 7:50.
Dates of PTSO meetings for the remainder of the school year are December 9, January 13, February 10, March 10, April 7, May 12, and June 9.

Respectfully submitted,

Sue Donahue

PTSO Secretary

