McCarthy-Towne School PTSO

Meeting Minutes

Wednesday, January 13, 2009

Attending:

	Jonathan Chinitz
	Sue Donahue
	Tina Morgan

	Marie Clougher
	David Krane
	Tammy Sarnelli

	Heidi Dalaklis
	Jen Mabarey
	Tracey Smith

	Lynne Densen
	Lara Maira
	

	
	
	


Introductions


Attendees went around the table and introduced themselves.

Minutes

· The Minutes from November were approved.
Principal’s Report

David discussed the kindergarten tours and general meeting, school assembly, partnership with the school committee, the principals’ commitment, Imagine a Day
· This year’s tours begin next week.  In this year of flux, we will stay true to who we are as a school.  There is steady leadership in the building.  During the tours, the importance of our school’s mission will be emphasized and not the differences between the schools or perceived inequities.

· The general Kindergarten meeting was held last night.  David was pleased that he found the attendees were as interested in learning about our processes just as much as he is.

· Over the next few months, in order to continue to strengthen our school community.  In doing so, we’ll be tweaking the assembly process.  Some small changes were made this week and they were well received.  The children entered the room differently, were seated differently, and the meeting was shorter.  
· Sharon McManus will be partnering with us as a liaison between MCT and the school committee.  This is a great acknowledgment of us as we need as many voices as we can to advocate for choice and the ideals MCT and the other schools stand for.
· The Acton public school principals are acting on as much of a unified front as they can.  This being as lean a year as it is, there are issues that need to be raised but we are committed to choice.  Respect for other programs is key to this and is what will keep us sustainable.  

· A reporter from The Beacon will be interviewing Hanna about the Imagine a Day project. A photographer will be in to take pictures soon.  It’s nice that the clouds are one of the first things you see when you come into the building and we’re looking forward to seeing more and more items on display throughout the school.

Treasurer’s Report

· The Scrip continues to do well.
· March 31st is the deadline for box tops.
· Reminder: coins are not going to be deposited, plan accordingly.
The treasurer’s report was approved.
· Jonathan also had a few things to say in regards to the budget.  This is a very lean year. At the school committee meeting, there were proposed reductions that would occur throughout the local and regional school system.  Budgets presented at town meeting will have no increase in funds for next year.  With other costs (gas/utilities) up, and state aid down, we are facing many never before seen cuts and reductions in services.
· Jonathan emphasized that the message he wants to get out to our community is to pay attention now and that we are at a crossroads. As of now, there are proposals to cut out 7th grade sports as well as classroom assistant time.  Technology upgrades in the classrooms have also been put on hold. A great strength of MCT is a really involved parent community. We all need to listen and participate as we figure out how to get through this.  

· Jonathan would like to encourage people to learn more.  The committee will be talking about the budget every 2 weeks, as well as in special meetings. Transcripts of the School Committee meetings can be found on the website: www.ab.mec.edu .   We’ll make decisions to do the best we have with what we get all while keeping our sights on the school mission.  
FUNDRAISING UPDATES

SCRIP – Lynne Densen

· We are $500 ahead of where we were this time last year.  People are enjoying the use of the online system.  

SPIRITWEAR – Lynne for Kerry
· Kerry’s running this fundraiser again.  This year there are a few product changes but the popular flannel pants will once again be available!
· Order forms will be out Jan 29th.
BULLETIN – Lynne 
· There has been a good response from parents in regards to the new paperless format.  This year, we have gone from 470 paper copies going out each month down to just 50 copies.  It’s great to be able to save so much paper for the school.
LITERACY NIGHT – Lynne Densen for Sharon Ryan
· This event will be held on Tuesday, Feb 2nd from 5:30-8 at Willow books. Children can listen to a teacher read and they will then be able to ask questions.   Although this is not a PTSO supported event, a portion of the proceeds goes to Sharon, our reading specialist, for use in the program.
AUCTION CHAIRS – Heidi/Jill
· Sample shirts can be seen in the main office.  The PTSO makes 6-7$ per shirt sold.  Flyers will go home on Friday.  
· We are working on updating the website.
· Classroom projects are underway.
· Need to fill raffle co-chair position with Tammy.  This year, the raffle prizes will be cash.

· Donation deadline for parents/business is Feb. 19th.   We are thinking of other possibilities for this year’s auction booklet such as posting it online rather than having it printed.
· Offering successful donations made last year like a kid’s night in would be great but more help/adult supervision would be needed than last year.  Some focus should be made on services and time for donations rather than “stuff”.
GAME AFTERNOON - Sarah
· This is the 2nd year of this event.   Gamewright is sending us copies of demo games that will be coming in next week.
· Attendees get to come in to play and try the games first and are then able to buy the game if they like it.  The PTSO receives half the profits.
· It may be possible to get demos for kids to try during indoor recess so they could get a taste of them.
· There is a teacher’s wishlist for parents.  There will also possibly be a form that could go out the day before the event with a list of games for people who aren’t able to come to the event.
BUTTERBRAID – Jill
· Set up will be in February and delivery is set for March 29th.  

· Jill will fill us in with more information when she gets back from vacation.
INNISBROOK – Suzi Yarin
· A motion was made and approved to renew our contract with Innisbrook and re-evaluate the contract again next year.
ADJOURNMENT

· A motion was made and approved to adjourn the meeting at 8:15.
Dates of PTSO meetings for the remainder of the school year are February 10, March 10, April 14, May 12, and June 9.

Respectfully submitted,

Sue Donahue

PTSO Secretary

