McCarthy-Towne School PTSO

Meeting Minutes

Wednesday, October 14, 2009

Attending:

	Kim Clark
	Suzy Eppling
	Tina Morgan

	Marie Clougher
	Chris Hanlon
	Tammy Sarnelli

	Jill Defoe
	Amy Hedison
	Tracey Smith

	Sue Donahue
	David Krane
	Astrid Trostorff

	Julie Driscoll
	Lara Maira
	


Introductions

Attendees went around the table and introduced themselves.

Minutes

· The minutes from September were approved.
Principal’s Report

David updated us on the day’s assembly, completed field trips, the Student Council, a community service project, Professional Day, playground maintenance, and the Peaceful Coexistence Committee.
1. The second assembly of the year went well; the second graders sang an eco song.  David  feels like we are no longer in transition and is pleased that everyone now knows who he is and that the kids have accepted him into the McT Community.

2. The second graders had their field trip hiking up Mt.Wachusett. The third graders went to Good Harbor beach for their unit on tide pools. The fourth graders headed to Drumlin Farms.
3. The newly elected Student Council members had their first meeting today.
4. Suzi Eppling approached David with a grant application to provide funding for a possible community service project which will be submitted tomorrow. She discussed the evolution of the grant. The project would involve our McT community and a senior center working together with artist Joshua Winer to create a mural. This project would support McCarthy Towne’s mission.  A committee would be put together with individuals from all areas of the community to determine what the mural will be about and where the best location for it may be.  Although it is not expected that we will receive all the monies requested, it may be possible to make up the remainder of the money needed from local businesses.

5. David will talk to Lynne about logistics of Professional day and Teacher Appreciation Day both being on November 3rd
6. New mulch is going to be added to the playground and the swings fixed. This is a joint project with Merriam School.
7. David spoke about the Peaceful Coexistence Committee and efforts to include students from Merriam and McCarthy Towne.
Treasurer’s Report – Kim 
· Final numbers regarding Innisbrook orders will be out shortly.
· The user fee (CPAC) letters will go out on Friday.  The letter will be the same as last year.

· The treasurer’s report was reviewed and approved.
FUNDRAISING UPDATES

GIFT WRAP/JEWELRY/BULBS – Kim for Suzi
· The bulb and jewelry sales brought in $701.60 and $300.00 respectively.

· The gift wrap sale netted and additional 3483.50.
SCRIP – Kim for Lynne
· The deadline for this month’s SCRIP was the day of the October PTSO meeting.  Sales made $200 for the month of September with YTD sales at $660.
· In November we will have another SCRIP challenge.  The teachers will again determine what to do for a win.  Last year the teachers decided to have a pajama day, something the kids really enjoyed.
· A lively discussion was had regarding ways we could encourage more people to take advantage of the SCRIP program. Some concerns were that the list of stores may be overwhelming for some to look through.  One possible solution to this presented was to add a list with a focus on different types of stores at different times of year.  For example, in the month of November and Thanksgiving, a shorter form would be attached focusing just on grocery stores.
· Another solution promises to help raise awareness of how much this program can add to the school’s fundraising efforts.  This would include with the order form, an explanation of the SCRIP program and an example depicting a breakdown of how much money a typical family on a budget could help our school raise if they used a scrip card for purchases they were already planning to make.
FALL FAMILY PHOTO DAY - Kim for Sandy Billings

· Twenty three families in all took part in this event and helped to raise $805.00.  It was a fun day and families should be able to see their pictures next week.
     NSTAR LIGHT BULBS – Kim for Maria Ledeboer-Cid
· The sale has been extended until October 20th.  Maria will send out reminders both tomorrow and Sunday.  
SOCIAL UPDATES

FALL SOCIAL – Tracey
· The Fall Social will be on October 30th. The event coincides with the book fair.
· There is a magician set to go on at 7pm onstage in the cafeteria.
· In the gym there will be craft tables, pizza available, and carnival games to play.
· Admission to social is $5.00/child with a max of $20 per family.  Wristbands will be used and there will be no charge for parents. 
BOOK FAIR – Kim for Julie Jannke/Susan Werner

· The annual book fair is scheduled for Friday, October 30th from 6pm-8:15pm.  Thursday, October 29th will be a preview day for the students.  Wish lists will also be available on the night of the social to enable individuals to gift books to classrooms.

COOKBOOKS – Astrid

· There are ten cases of cookbooks left over from years past; five cases of Simply McCarthy Towne and five of A Taste of McCarthy Towne.  Each includes recipes submitted by teachers and classrooms.  There will be a table at the Social near hospitality where they will be sold at $7.00 each or 2 for $10.00.  

OKTOBERFEST 5K – Kate Murray

· Results from the annual 5K run/walk at the West Acton Oktoberfest will be coming shortly.

· Flyers will be going out this week for the Acton Turkey Trot, a fundraiser for the Food Pantry.

· Sneaker recycling is going on at the Junior High.  Looking ahead to January, a box will be set up in the lobby at Parker Damon.  Kate is seeking a partner and will speak with Jean Oviatt and Abby Johnson to possibly make it a project for the Student Council. There are a few options as to what to do with the sneakers: MARX running will send them to Kenya, they could be sent to battered women shelters, and Nike was mentioned as another option (they will come and pick up the sneakers).
DIRECTORY 
· The directory has netted 800.00 this year.
IMAGINE A DAY – Tina Morgan

Tina spoke about a school wide project around the book, Imagine A Day.  For the first time, all McT students read this book at the same time.  Each class then discussed the book and is doing a different project using it for inspiration.  One of the goals is to have classes make and put up mobiles all around the school.  Heidi has already done it with her Sloyd students.

AUCTION MEETING – Kim 
· The meeting is scheduled for Friday, October 16th at 7 pm.
ADJOURNMENT –
· A motion was made and approved to adjourn the meeting at 8:05

Dates of PTSO meetings for the remainder of the school year are November 18, December 9, January 13, February 10, March 10, April 7, May 12, and June 9.

Respectfully submitted,

Sue Donahue

PTSO Secretary

