McCarthy-Towne School PTSO

Meeting Minutes

Wednesday, September 9, 2009

Attending:

	Sarah Auerbach
	Sue Donahue
	Kate Murray

	Lynda Burgess
	Julie Driscoll
	Melinda Palmer

	Shannon Callison
	Cindy Fanton
	Tammy Sarnelli

	Jonathan Chinitz
	Chris Hanlon
	Wendy Schaad

	Kim Clark
	Amy S. Hedison
	Tracey Smith

	Joanie Davis
	David Krane
	Astrid Trostorff

	Jill Defoe
	Lara Maira
	

	Lynne Densen
	Tina Morgan
	


Introductions


Attendees went around the table and introduced themselves.

Minutes from last June’s Meeting
· The minutes from June were approved.
Principal’s Report

· There is an excitement with the beginning of the new year.  David discussed his easy transition to McT.  He’s been working hard these first few days getting to know our children’s names.
Treasurer’s Report

· The treasurer’s report was explained and approved.  Remember that the money the PTSO raises this year is used for the 2010-2011 year’s contracted services.
· Instructions on PTSO money handling, deposits and payments are included in the report. 
Budget Amendment
· A motion was made and approved to give surplus money from the budget to David to use toward the use of teacher assistants.
FUNDRAISING UPDATES

· Kim explained the fundraising report.
· Jonathan emphasized the great impact the annual auction has on our bottom line.  
· The co-chair positions for the auction are still open.
DONELAN’S RECEIPTS – Wendy Schaad

· Donelan’s receipts can be deposited in the blue boxes located in the MCT office.
· Accepted receipts are dated 9/2009 through 3/31/2010.
· Receipts are counted throughout the year so please don’t wait to bring them in!

BOX TOPS – Astrid 

· Box tops can be dropped off in classrooms or in the blue box located in the office.
GIFT WRAP/JEWELRY/BULBS – Kim for Suzi Yarin
· The packets have been sent out to parents.  The sale ends September 22.  
· A notice will go out when orders come in November.  Suzi will send a notice out and distribution will be at her home.   
· MCT PTSO website has a link to Innesbrook so orders may be made online.  

· Forms still need to be brought to the school for online orders.
· Checks should be made out to MCT.
· Out of town relatives ordering online will need a special school number.
· An informational sheet will be sent out to clarify procedures for ordering.
     NSTAR LIGHT BULBS – Maria Ledeboer-Cid

· NStar donates the cost of all the bulbs, so all proceeds go back to McT.  
· Packages will go to the children on October 2nd and orders are due Friday the 16th.
· Maria will let us know when the orders will be available for pick up at her home.
SCRIP – Lynne Densen 
· The deadline for this month’s SCRIP is September 23.  An easy moneymaker – you buy store cards, you get the full value of the card, and the merchant gives a percentage to our school.  SCRIP cards will be available the following week.
· Scrip cards can be used to purchase items on Amazon or Onecause.
· Orders for cards can be put in online through the Great Lakes Scrip website, avoiding missing a deadline. 
· SCRIP cards already purchased can also be reloaded.  Parents can set up an account through Great Lakes Scrip to use their credit card with presto pay for a monthly fee. An informational sheet went out with this month’s SCRIP order form.
FALL FAMILY PHOTO DAY - Sandy Billings

· The fall family photo day is scheduled for Saturday, September 20th at the Acton Arboretum.  Julie Smith-L’Heureux (Sunlight photography), a McCarthy-Towne parent is the photographer.  $35 of the $40 sitting fee benefits the McT PTSO; families get 1 8x10 portrait for this price and may order additional photos from Julie.
· Her work can be seen on her website (www.sunlightphotography.net).
· Currently only 8 people have signed up.  More work is needed to sign up more families for this event.
SCHOOL PHOTO DAY

· School Photo Day is Monday, September 21.
· We are looking for 2 parent volunteers to help out as assistants for the day.  Volunteers will get a 25.00 credit to be used toward their photo purchase.
SOCIAL UPDATES

BACK TO SCHOOL NIGHT – Astrid
· Back to school night will be Wednesday, September 16 from 6:45-8 pm.  
Please note this in an adult only evening.
OCTOBERFEST ROAD RACE – Kate Murray
· This year’s annual 5K run/walk will be Saturday, October 3rd at 8:30 am at the West Acton Octoberfest.  McT News will have a form containing more information for those who may want to participate.
CLASS POT LUCK – Kate Murray
· The class potlucks are a social evening for parents to meet other class parents.  A host parent or organizer is needed for each class. It is usually an adult evening, but some classes have done other times and included students. Room parents will be canvassed for ideas and it is up to the classes as to what they’d like to do. Sign up forms will be available in the classrooms for back to school night.
FALL SOCIAL/BOOK FAIR

· The Scholastic book fair will be during the October 30 Fall Social. Parents will have the opportunity to go with their children to purchase books.
· Students will have order forms beforehand and will go to the fair at an allotted time during school hours to purchase items.  
YAHOO GROUPS – Lynne Densen
· Lynne is the moderator and anyone interested can sign on through McT PTSO website under Yahoo Groups.
PUBLICITY – AMY HEDISON
· Please contact Amy about any and all things seen that are McCarthy Towne.
· David mentioned there is a new reporter at the Beacon who is also interested in writing about the happenings around McT.
· Tina iterated how there are more opportunities for people to help than just raising money in the PTSO.  There are many volunteer opportunities.  We welcome help at the socials and many other events throughout the year. The PTSO website has the full calendar of our social events.
ADJOURNMENT

· A motion was made and approved to adjourn the meeting at 8:05.
Dates of PTSO meetings for the remainder of the school year are October 14, November 18, December 9, January 13, February 10, March 10, April 7, May 12, and June 9.
Respectfully submitted,

Sue Donahue
PTSO Secretary

