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   Wednesday, June 17, 2009

Attending

Kim Clark
Marie Clougher
Lynne Densen
Sue Donahue

Julie Greenspan
Amy Hedison

Nancy Kolb        

Debbie Simon

Tracey Smith
Astrid Trostorff        
Introductions

      Attendees introduced themselves.
Minutes

      The Minutes from May were approved.
Principal’s Report
Nancy spoke about changes in the new kindergarten teacher hire, academic upgrades, reiterating and re-introducing McCarthy Towne values under new leadership, updates on the Wellness Policy, School improvement plans, Honoring Parker Damon, the sixth grade variety show, and a student driven fundraiser for the James family.

· Cheryl Beaudoin, a long time resident, has been hired as a new half-time Kindergarten teacher.  Cheryl’s experience includes acting as co-chair for the Douglas PTSO and Project Graduation and working at the Belmont Day School. Cheryl will be joining Kelly Reed on staff as the other half time Kindergarten teacher.

Recap of some goals that had been set for the year:

· Upgrading our Math Resources. New Scott Foresman textbooks have been ordered for grades 4-6 and teacher’s edition for grades K-6. This was done as part of the plan to create more congruity for grades (K-6).  The new texts are “technology infused” and will mesh with the teachers’ MacBooks and the new smart boards in grades 4-6.  The text will also be available online.

· Values.  With a new principal and superintendent, it’s important that McCarthy Towne reach out into the community and communicate our values.  
· Some of the ways we can work to achieve this:

· Expanding our place and integrate ourselves within the global community

· Reaching out to the international community in Acton
· Exploring possibilities for a World Language Program

As an example, this year, the second grades had wonderful success with having pen pals in Ghana.

· Wellness Policy. Teachers Tara and Noreen will work with David K. on Wellness Practices and how the Policy and Procedures will be carried out within McT. They plan to make more information available for parents in the Fall.

· Questions had arisen in previous meeting around what to do with money set aside to honor Parker Damon.  Nancy spoke with him and Parker put together some ideas. Tina Morgan will head up a committee to follow up on his ideas. 
· The 6th grade variety show was a great success!  It was wonderful to see that 6th graders still get so excited to dance and sing!

· There was a discussion regarding the fundraiser for the James family.  Nancy worked with students from Rachel Bennett (6th grade, MCT) and Christy Nealon (6th grade, Merriam).  It was also expressed that the classes had a desire to not only help the James family, but all children with Leukemia. It was a huge success. 
Treasurer’s Report – Lynne for Jonathan

A motion to accept the treasurer’s report was made and approved.
Update end of year budget numbers - Lynne
Considering the revenue totals that were in by the June meeting date, the fundraising goal of $96,800 that was approved at the May meeting was achieved! $91,600 of that total will be gifted to McT to be used for contracted services in 2009-2010. The remaining $5,200 will be used for CPAC, student aid, and other budgeted non-contracted service needs. 

SCRIP – Lynne
Scrip cards earned $4000 for McT this year. 
Spring Appeal – Lynne
Spring appeal funds totaled $3000, which is amazing in this economy!
Birdhouse/Bulbs – Lynne for Suzi
Birdhouse bulbs earned $134.

Ice Cream Social – Lynne and Tracey
This event was a terrific success. There were even more games, more prizes and a bigger inflatable than in years past. With a RECORD turnout, a profit of $1340 was earned. 
We sold more than 350 wristbands; the goal had been approximately 200 wristbands to break even! The high school students did a wonderful job at the stations, keeping order and making it fun for the students.
We discussed how the timing of the event played a role in the strong turnout. Aside from the beautiful weather, many sports had ended their seasons, enabling more families to attend. 
Next year we will schedule the social on a Wednesday or a Thursday so it doesn’t bump into the 6th grade graduation (traditionally a Tuesday).

Upcoming Events for next School year

· The auction is slated to be held March 13, 2010

· Yard Sale is planned for May 1, 2010. 

· International Night is slated for May 7, 2010.
Proposed PTSO steering committee - Lynne

The major positions are filled, with the exception of auction co-chairs. One person has expressed interest. We are also in need of a school directory co-chair. Corrections were made to the final committee list.
A motion was made and accepted to approve the Steering Committee for 2009-2010.

McT Paperless Bulletin - Lynne

A discussion was held concerning paperless distribution of the McT Bulletin.

· 210 families have responded that they wanted to go paperless, 3 families expressed a desire for paper, and 148 families have yet to respond (25 of those families, their youngest are graduating this year from McT). 
· At the start of the school year in the fall a PTSO representative will attend meetings for families new to McT to explain the paperless option. At these orientations for incoming Kindergarten families and families of new students in grades 1-6, there will be an additional form that will allow families to both sign up for MCT News and to receive the Bulletin in paperless format. 

· For the first bulletin of the 2009-2010 school year, it was decided that we would send paper copies only to those families that did not sign up to go paperless.
CPAC/Art Integration Funds – Lynne, Nancy, and Julie
During the 2007-2008 school year we brought in $3,500 from user fees designated for use by CPAC/Art Integration and grade level presentations in 2008-2009. During the 2008-2009 school year only $2,100 was used for these purposes (that money funded 3 CPAC performances, art supplies that were needed, and grade level presentations). It was noted that during the current (2008-2009) school year, only $2,700 was earned via user fees. 

A very lengthy discussion ensued about what to do with the $1,400 in user fees that was earned in 2007-2008 but not spent during the 2008-2009 year. It was decided that since this money was brought in from user fees to be used for CPAC performances, art supplies, and grade level presentations, it should be added to the amount designated for those same purposes in the upcoming year. 
A motion was made and passed to add the $1,400 unused from the past school year to the money allocated for the upcoming school year, for a total CPAC/Art Integration allocation of $4,100 for 2009-2010. The money will be divided as follows: $1,000 for art supplies for Art Integration, $700 for grade level presentations ($100 per grade), and $2,400 for CPAC.
Another lengthy discussion concerned the possibility that when the final accounting for the year is completed on 6/30/09, there could be additional revenue to consider from fundraising efforts and events from the end of the school year. What should be done with that money? Is this money that should be used for the 2009-2010 year, or saved for 2010-2011, when budgets may be reduced further? It was decided that we would look at what the final totals when our fiscal year closes June 30. At a PTSO meetings in the early fall, further discussions can be held about that money and how/if it should be allocated.

ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made and approved to adjourn the meeting at 8:45 pm.
Respectfully submitted, 

Sue Donahue

PTSO Secretary
