McCarthy-Towne School PTSO

Meeting Minutes

Wednesday, March 11, 2009
Attending:

	Jonathan Chinitz
	Carolyn Imperato
	Debbie Simon

	Kim Clark
	Nancy Kolb
	Astrid Trostorff

	Jill Defoe
	Tina Morgan
	Suzi Yarin

	Lynne Densen
	Tina Narbonne
	

	Julie Greenspan
	Tracey Smith
	


Introductions

Attendees introduced themselves.

Minutes

· The minutes from February were approved. 

Principal’s Report
· Nancy talked about the upcoming school committee meeting being held at McT on March 19, the principal transition, teacher retirements, the extended day program and the second grade Ghana curriculum and fundraiser for a school in Ghana.
1. McCarthy-Towne is hosting the school committee meeting on Thursday, March 19.  Some of the school council members will present about the school’s core values.  The classroom auction projects will be on display at the meeting. 
2. David Krane, will be transitioning this spring.  He will observe classrooms and attend faculty, School Council and PTSO meetings.  He is very enthusiastic.  He is planning to attend the auction and the ice cream social.
3. Pat Metcalf, grade one teacher is retiring at the end of this school year.  Vin Wallack will move from kindergarten to first grade so there will be a Kindergarten classroom teacher opening for September.  A hiring committee comprised of teachers and a parent has been formed.  
4. There will be an extended day program at McT next year.  There is not yet a McT option for an extended kindergarten care program, however.
5. The second graders have been pen pals with Ghana students, taught by a McT alum, Andrea Bergart.  Andrea went to teach in Ghana and her class has been pen pals with our second graders.  The Ghana school needed a new roof and the McT students raised funds to provide for that and had extra funds left over, so they helped provide some school supplies as well, for the students.  

Treasurer’s Report

· Jonathan presented his report, noting that the treasury is in good shape for this time of year.
· He also noted that starting now, all school field trips will be made payable to the PTSO instead of the teachers so the teachers will no longer have to front money for field trips.  

· Jonathan also briefly spoke from the perspective of a school committee member about the upcoming town meeting and the budget agenda.

FUNDRAISING UPDATES

SCRIP – Lynne
· The deadline for this month’s SCRIP is not until next week, March 18.   
SPIRITWEAR – Lynne

· The school spirit wear sale was once again successful netting nearly $1000.  
AUCTION – Carolyn
· Raffle ticket sales are proceeding, ticket sales are going well, auction T-shirts are for sale, the booklet will be in students’ backpacks on Monday, and it promises to be a fun party, as well as major fundraising event.
· Parents are urged to attend, even if they do not expect to be buying auctioned items because it is a fun event to attend.  Many parents who could not attend have said they are happy to support the auction by buying a ticket; however the cost of the ticket only covers the meal.  They can support the auction buying raffle tickets, donations or bidding by proxy.
· The booklets are being printed, but they will take donations up until the next Friday; those additional items will be included in an addendum available on the night of the auction.
RECYCLING FUNDRAISER – Debbie and Jeannie Meijer
· Students had a spiritwear day today, as a result of their reaching the goal of collecting 200+ phones and inkjet cartridges for the recycling fundraiser.  The amount raised was more about $111. 
LIPSYNC – Lynne

· The lip-sync fundraiser is scheduled for April 4 at 4:30pm.  The show is limited to the first 20 acts to sign up.

· A few changes are being made from last year.  Second graders and above may perform individual acts; students younger than that may perform in group acts.  Additionally, each group may only do 1 song, although individuals may perform in multiple groups.  Also, songs are limited in length to 2½ minutes.  Ivor Dolan will work the sound so that songs fade out at that time.  

· DVDs of the performances will once again be sold, as well as baked good to take home. 

DONELAN’S – Lynne for Wendy

· Receipts from the Donelan’s fundraiser are falling behind last year’s total.  However, there are still a couple of weeks for collection.  The total is at $70-80,000 in receipts, whereas last year the total was $120,000.  We’re urging anyone who still has receipts to bring them in.  McT earns $1 in equipment allowances for each $100 collected.  Last year the earnings were used by the art integration and Sloyd teachers to purchase additional equipment/materials.

YARD SALE – Tina
· The event is on May 9 from 8 to 12 noon.  The first flyer went out about it.
· There will be students from the school as volunteers.

· They will sell baked goods, individual and whole items, for consumption at the sale and to bring home, respectively.

· A few other ideas were thrown around – picking up large items as well as delivering large items for a fee and selling flowers or plants for Mother’s Day.
SCHOOL PHOTOS – Lynne 

· Hockmeyer Studios is providing a $1/child bonus rebate for trying them out.
· They are also providing business cards for the faculty and certified staff, a sample of which Lynne provided.

SPRING FLOWER FUNDRAISER – Suzi

· Suzi presented the idea for a “passive” spring flower fundraiser.  Instead of pre-orders from a mail order company, The Bird House Garden Center in Boxboro is willing to sell “selected plants/flowers” from their store at retail and donate the difference between its wholesale and retail price to McCarthy-Towne PTSO.  Parents would just have to provide a coupon that will come home in youngsters’ backpacks.  
· The fundraiser would begin in the next few weeks, with the end date not defined yet.
· Suzi will check into the availability of consigning some of the plants to be sold at the yard sale.
· A motion was made and approved to go ahead with this fundraiser.
COOKIE/BUTTERBRAID FUNDRAISER – Jill and Lynne

· The butterbraid fundraiser is scheduled to begin April 3 and run until April 17.  Pickup of items is after school on May 6.
PAPA GINO’S FUNDRAISER – Lynne for Kathleen

· This would be a 1 evening event, where the PTSO would be given a day where 20% of the sales from people who brought in the coupon would go to the PTSO.
· Lynne was not sure what day of the week this would be offered, but thought it was only available during the week day.
· The board voted against offering this fundraiser, as we had done others similar and they were not very successful.
INSIDERPAGES.COM/SHOPPING WEBSITES – Lynne for Kathleen
· This is a shopping website that would donate money to the PTSO for each review written by a school parent for its site.  The first review would earn $1.50; each subsequent review would net $0.50 for the PTSO.
· PTSO members were unenthusiastic about participating in this program that helps build the company’s website and voted not to add this to our fundraisers. 
· PTSO members felt time would be better spent promoting the program they currently are running -- Amazon.com, Onecause.com (formerly School Pop) and the Target credit card.  It was noted in past years these program have brought in substantially more money than it currently does.  Suzi offered to write something up reminding everyone about the programs for the April bulletin.  
READING PROGRAM REQUEST – Lynne

· There is a request from the reading specialist for $300 to provide two parent workshops for incoming K and grade 1 parents.  Discussion of the issue was tabled until the next meeting when we have a sense of the auction proceeds.
CPAC – Julie

· CPAC will sponsor a concert next week, the Quartet of Happiness.  They will be performing twice that day for the children. The cost is $500 for the 2 performances.
· In May, Sol y Canto will be performing at all the elementary schools, with financial help from a grant from the Acton-Boxboro Cultural Council (ABCC) to reduce the price per performance by $400.   Deb Dormitzer at Douglas School has been instrumental in putting together the grant and the performance scheduling.
ADJOURNMENT
A motion was made and approved to adjourn the meeting at 8:40pm.  
Dates of PTSO meetings for the remainder of the school year are April 15, May 13 and June 10.

Respectfully submitted,

Debbie Simon

PTSO Secretary[image: image1.png]



