McCarthy-Towne School PTSO

Meeting Minutes

Wednesday, February 11, 2009
Attending:

	Marie Clougher
	Nancy Kolb
	Tammy Sarnelli

	Lynne Densen
	Tina Morgan
	Wendy Schaad

	Carolyn Imperato
	Tina Narbonne
	Debbie Simon

	
	
	


Introductions

Attendees went around the table and introduced themselves.

Minutes

· The minutes from January were approved with an amendment to change the words “talent show” to “variety show” in the Principal’s Report. 

Principal’s Report
· Nancy talked about the principal and superintendent search, budget issues, the lunchroom assistants, school committee meeting on March 19, outreach efforts, the 5th grade variety show and the Secret cupids Valentine activity among the staff.
1. The principal search is about over; Bill Ryan will announce the new principal to faculty tomorrow, Feb. 12.  According to others, the search process was a thorough and thoughtful one.
2. Stephen Mills, currently Deputy Superintendent of the Worcester schools, has been appointed as the incoming Superintendent.  He is highly thought of in Worcester and has the financial background to handle future budgetary concerns.
3. Regarding state aid, the cuts in the state budget are less drastic than had been expected.  Currently there are no cuts/reductions to staff working at McCarthy-Towne.  
4. Kindergarten tours have been fun and interesting.  In addition to the tour leader and principal, 2 classroom teachers have been available to answer questions.  This has been helpful to parents. Because of the change in principals, Nancy wanted to emphasize to parents that the teachers are partners with the principal at McT. 

5. The extra lunchroom assistant hours for the grade 1/2 lunch shift has been appreciated and has helped with transition issues.  The amount the PTSO provided was less than anticipated because we only needed to fund an assistant for Monday through Wednesday and not Friday.
6. On March 19 McCarthy-Towne will host the school committee meeting.  At that time, we will present the work by the faculty on core values and how McT distinguishes itself from the other schools on its values.
7. Nancy is proud of the different outreach and community service projects that the classes are doing and wrote about it in the latest bulletin.

8. The fifth grade variety show was held and was lots of fun.

9. The faculty and staff of McT are having fun of their own, celebrating Valentine’s Day with a Secret Cupids activity. 

Treasurer’s Report

· There was no treasurer’s report, but Lynne noted that there was a profit of about $620 from the game day and better than usual monthly scrip revenue.  

FUNDRAISING UPDATES

SCRIP – Lynne
· The deadline for this month’s SCRIP is February 11 (today).  There are no numbers yet for this month, but last month the profit was better than expected. 
      GAME AFTERNOON – Lynne for Tracey

· There was a good turnout for Game Day; participants had lots of fun and seemed to enjoy that the event was free.
· The PTSO sold about $1200 in games, with 50% of that going to McT.  
· The only expense was the cost of the custodian, Guy.

SPIRITWEAR – Lynne

· The order deadline is February 13.

· There is a profit of $340 so far, but more orders are expected to come in by the deadline.


AUCTION – Carolyn
· Ticket order forms have gone out; the deadline for the early-bird raffle is Feb. 13, the day before vacation.  A McT blanket from the spiritwear sale was purchased as the early-bird ticket purchase raffle prize.
· The MCATS (McCarthy-Towne parent band) will play at the event.

· The theme will be a cruise theme.

· The committee is working on getting auction raffle prizes; they hope to have a Wii, and Ipod and Celtics tickets.

· Classroom projects, event design and backroom management are all moving along well.


RECYCLING FUNDRAISER – Debbie and Jeannie Meijer
· The goal of 200 phones and inkjet cartridges for the recycling fundraiser has been reached.  As of today, there were about 250 inkjet cartridges and 58 cell phones.
· The student council has been helpful with this fundraiser, announcing it at an assembly and creating the box, as well as counting and marking the thermometer.
· Students will have a “spiritwear” day after vacation, in thanks for their efforts.

· Collection of cell phones, inkjet cartridges will continue after this specific drive.  Items sent in by the end of March are eligible for a 10% bonus payment.

SCHOOL YEARBOOK – Lynne
· Lynne presented a sample of a soft-cover school yearbook for McT to possibly offer this year.  Lynne has someone that is willing to oversee the yearbook, if approved.  The company would do all the work of putting everything together; we just need someone on our side to compile all the pictures. 
· There was discussion on what could be included in the yearbook (i.e. class composite, classroom auction projects, field trips, etc…)
· The cost to produce was low (cost is based on how many pages), and there was discussion if we wanted to sell the yearbook at cost, or use it as a small fundraiser.
· There was discussion about this potential project with respect to a) leaving some projects for students to look forward to in higher grades -- typically the yearbook is reserved for 6th grade, b) the cost of it at this economically stressful time, c) the usefulness of having pictures of students in other grades and of faculty and d) the way each class could customize its page(s).
· It was decided that Nancy Kolb would present the yearbook idea to the teachers for their input before further discussion.  Because of the timing, the yearbook would not be considered for this year, but for next school year ’09-10.
SCHOOL PHOTOS – Lynne 

· Lynne presented a spreadsheet with comparisons of 3 photographic studios, as a guide for deciding on which company would do next year’s school photos.
· Hockmeyer Studio was preferred by PTSO members; a motion to select them was made and approved.
 
ADJOURNMENT

· A motion was made and approved to adjourn the meeting at 8:25pm.  
Dates of PTSO meetings for the remainder of the school year are March 11, April 15, May 13 and June 10.

Respectfully submitted,

Debbie Simon

PTSO Secretary[image: image1.png]



