McCarthy-Towne School PTSO Meeting Minutes

Wednesday, January 14, 2009
Attending:

	Kim Clark
	Amy Hedison
	Debbie Simon

	Marie Clougher
	Nancy Kolb
	Tracey Smith

	Jill DeFoe
	Tina Morgan
	Astrid Trostorff

	Lynne Densen
	Tina Narbonne
	

	Julie Greenspan
	Tammy Sarnelli
	


Introductions

Attendees went around the table and introduced themselves.

Minutes

· The minutes from November were approved, with the spelling of Liza Huber’s name corrected.
Principal’s Report
Nancy updated us on the day’s assembly, math curriculum work among faculty, the principal search, superintendent search and school budget issues.
· Today was the 4th grade talent show, with a variety of acts; students were very supportive of their peers’ performances.
· Teachers have been meeting to review the math textbooks used and how to best adapt and supplement them.  

· The principal search:  the committee received 31 applications and is interviewing them this week.  
Treasurer’s Report

· About $25,000 has been raised so far this year through our various fundraising programs.

· The treasurer’s report was reviewed and approved.  

FUNDRAISING UPDATES

SCRIP – Lynne
· The deadline for this month’s SCRIP is today, January 14, but the orders and profit to McT haven’t been totaled yet. 
      GAME DAY – Tracey
· Planning for the January 31 activity is going well.  There will not be an admission charge, but there will be a bake/food sale, for food consumable during the event.
· Issues of what foods were appropriate to provide was discussed.

· Gates School did a similar activity as part of its fall social and had 100 to 150 people.  
· The event will be publicized in the Beacon and Action Unlimited.
 
       AUCTION – Lynne for Carolyn and Susan
· Planning is moving ahead for the March 21 event; the committee is ahead of where they were last year at this time.
· Volunteers are still needed for a variety of roles.
· Letters to businesses have gone out and requests for faculty donations have also reached faculty mailboxes.
     SPIRITWEAR – Lynne for Kerry

· The spiritwear items will be displayed at movie night on January 23; that event will be the kickoff for the sale.

· The sale will go until February 13, although the vendor is amenable to a second order placed after vacation.

· New items include a fleece blanket, a woman’s vest, women’s crewneck T and Capri sweatpants.  Polos and caps won’t be available this year. 

· Efforts to publicize the sale and featured items were discussed. 

     RECYCLING FUNDRAISER – Debbie

· A fundraising drive, in collaboration with the student council, for cell phones and inkjet cartridges is in the works; it was announced at the assembly today – although it may need to be clarified that we are collecting old, unused cell phones, and not parents’ current phones!

· The teacher representatives of the student council, with Nancy Kolb, will decide on the date of the “special event” for reaching the goal, probably another pajama day.

· The goal is 200 phones and/or cartridges, an achievable goal.
· Flyers will go out in backpacks, back-to-back with the game day announcement.  Amy Hedison will send a press release to the local papers.

LUNCHROOM ASSISTANTS – Nancy and Lynne
· Efforts to improve lunchroom decorum have met with success in the 3rd through 6th grades.  However, more help is needed to assist the 1st and 2nd graders during dismissal from the cafeteria and in transition to the playground.   Nancy feels that increasing the existing lunch coverage (coverage currently provided by the 1st and 2nd grade classroom assistants only), by adding an additional classroom assistant for about 20 minutes toward the end of the lunch period would improve the situation.  Funding this effort for the remainder of the school year would cost up to $500.
· The PTSO raised $358.25 in 2007-2008 that was not allocated in the 2008-2009 budget (receipts from the June 2008 ice cream social).  Therefore it was proposed to allocate the $358.25 raised last year, along with an additional $141.75 from general funds, toward the lunch coverage need.  A comprehensive discussion that explained and reviewed PTSO total current assets and upcoming expenses was held.
· A motion to increase the PTSO contracted services allocated amount for the 2008-2009 school year, by an amount of up to $500 in order to provide  additional assistant coverage for the 1st/2nd grade lunch,  was made and approved.
BITS AND BYTES – (GENERAL NEWS) – Amy, Tina and Nancy
· Amy raised the subject of using high school students needing community service hours as assistants, as a possibility for use in the lunchroom; the wheels in staff minds whirred as they could see other uses for high school students in elementary classrooms.
· Classroom teachers are reviewing The Pledge of Allegiance and its meaning.
· Students will watch the historic inaugural ceremony via the TVs in each classroom; this required some effort by the A/V staff to use the TVs as TVs, not merely as video screens!  There is not enough bandwidth across the school district for all the schools to watch via web streaming simultaneously.  Efforts to see that students having lunch at the time get to see it are being pursued.  
 
ADJOURNMENT

· A motion was made and approved to adjourn the meeting at 8:15 pm.  
Dates of PTSO meetings for the remainder of the school year are February 11, March 11, April 15, May 13 and June 10.

Respectfully submitted,

Debbie Simon

PTSO Secretary
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