McCarthy-Towne School PTSO

Meeting Minutes

Wednesday, November 12, 2008

Attending:

	Kim Clark
	Nancy Kolb
	Wendy Schaad

	Marie Clougher
	Tina Morgan
	Debbie Simon

	Lynne Densen
	Tina Narbonne
	Tracey Smith

	Carolyn Imperato
	Christine Russell
	


Introductions

Attendees went around the table and introduced themselves.

Minutes

· The minutes from October were approved with amendments to reverse the names of the Parker Damon committees with whom Nancy Kolb met. 

Principal’s Report
· Nancy updated us on the day’s assembly, the superintendent search committee, the shade structure, a before and after school childcare program, the upcoming school committee meeting and bus safety issues.
1. The assembly was a good one; the fourth graders sang, the fifth graders shared their experiences about their trip to Merrowvista, and the third and sixth graders talked about geography day.

2. The Superintendent search committee has been set up.  Parent forms to provide input are part of the plan.

3. A proposal was sent to the CPC for a grant to fund a shade structure in the back of the Parker Damon Building.  It costs about $13,000.  C.A.S.E. and Community Ed, as well as Merriam and McCarthy-Towne are planning on contributing $250 each for the purchase.
4. Nancy would like to set up a before and after school childcare program, similar to what the other elementary schools have. (This would be distinct from the before or after school enrichment program run by the PTSO, currently coordinated by Francesca Ricciardi.)  Community Education would run the program and split the profits with McT.  The profits could be used to provide continual funding for the Art Integration Consultant or another use decided by faculty.  
5. There is a school committee meeting on November 13 starting at 6:30.  At 7:30, the meeting will focus on Acton Public Schools and budget priorities for the upcoming year, especially given the uncertainty of amount of state aid available.

6.  Regarding safety at bus time, the “no dogs” policy has been helpful.  Separately, during mid-day pickup and drop-off for kindergarteners, there is a new route to keep the buses heading away from the playground by Rte. 111.
7. The school has received a $5,000 grant to help defray the costs of the fifth grade overnight program at Merrowvista.  The program at Merrowvista is a new site for the trip previously held at “Nature’s Classroom”.

8. The faculty has worked hard to articulate McT values.  A summary of the values appeared in the recent bulletin article.
Treasurer’s Report

· The treasurer’s report was reviewed and approved.  

FUNDRAISING UPDATES

GIFT WRAP/JEWELRY/BULBS – Lynne for Tammy
· Pickup for the sale went well; only a few orders remain to be picked up.  For logistical reasons, pickup of the NStar light bulbs was changed to November 15.
SCRIP – Lynne
· The deadline for this month’s SCRIP is November 19.  There is a Scrip challenge going on now, with 600 cards being the goal.  Last year the goal was 400 cards, but we’d reached 900 cards.  The reward is a school pajama day, on a day other than a half day.
NSTAR LIGHT BULBS - Lynne for Maria
· The date of pickup has been changed to November 15, between 9 am and noon.
FALL SOCIAL/BOOK FAIR – Lynne for Kate/Maryellen and Julie/Susan
· The event was a social and financial success.  The refreshments were all eaten, the cake walk went very well, and the bookfair was a success.
· Dates for the next fall bookfair and social were discussed.

     BEFORE SCHOOL PROGRAM – Lynne for Francesca
· Enrollment has been disappointing in the five classes that have been offered.  Usually the morning program has done better than the after-school program, but enrollment has been dropping over the years.  A few classes are popular, but there has also been a need for teachers or leaders for some of the classes, like the homework club.  Nancy Kolb will ask the classroom assistants if any are interested in running one of the classes.
       LEARNING EXPRESS AND HOPSCOTCH FUNDRAISERS – Lynne for Kathleen
· Learning Express: This fundraiser is scheduled for November 19 from 9:30 am to 8 pm; store-goers need to mention McT to have the 20% go to McT, but they can mention it to others as they go into the store.
· Hopscotch:  Looking at a date in December.
 
      AUCTION – Carolyn
· The date for the auction is March 21; the location is the same as last year, the Spring Hill Suites in Devens.
· The MCATS (McCarthy-Towne parent band) will play at the event.

· The theme is likely to be a cruise theme.
     GAME NIGHT – Lynne

· Lynne suggested doing a game night, which would be purely a social, similar to one that Gates just ran, very successfully. Tracey Smith has agreed to coordinate this event.  The monetary outlay for this is event would only be $120 -- which is the minimum custodial fee.  A company called “Gamewright” would provide the games (mostly card games).  There would be demo games that the company supplies and which are returned after the event.  The same games would also be available for purchase; McT would receive a portion of the purchase price.  This was approved by a vote of those present and will be scheduled for a day in February before school vacation.
     BUTTERBRAID AND COOKIE FUNDRAISER – Lynne
· Lynne brought in warm fresh samples of a pastry and chocolate chip cookies that could be a potential fundraiser.  The food comes frozen; you bake it at your convenience.  There is also a pie fundraiser.  The cookie and pastry fundraiser, but not the pie sale, was approved and will tentatively happen in time for Mother’s Day.
YAHOO GROUP/E-MAILS
· In an attempt to cut down on paper and backpack reminders, Lynne is trying to encourage more parents to join the McT News yahoo group.  Currently about 70-75% of families belong.  The goal is to get most of the families on McTNews, so fewer reminders will go home in the backpacks.

· Kim Clark has volunteered to coordinate the backpack reminders, so we can utilize the front and back of the paper, as well as bunching reminders together, instead of sending out a separate reminder for everything.

 

PRINCIPAL SEARCH - Carolyn
· The ad for the position will be in the November 16 newspaper.
· The in-person parent forum on October 20 was not well attended.  However, there has been lots of feedback from parents on the paper forms.

· An update of what’s happening with the search will appear in the McT Bulletin each month.

ALL ELEMENTARY-SCHOOL FUNDRAISER – Lynne

· At one of the joint elementary school principal's meetings, a suggestion was made to run an Acton Folk Festival fundraiser to support all the PTSOs. The fundraiser was then presented at one of the joint PTSO meetings with all the co-chairs from the 5 elementary schools.  All agreed this would be a great event and we would present at our PTSO meeting, and find someone from each school to be on the planning committee.  All proceeds will be distributed equally between the schools.

 

ADJOURNMENT

· A motion was made and approved to adjourn the meeting at 8:50 pm.  
Dates of PTSO meetings for the remainder of the school year are December 10, January 14, February 11, March 11, April 15, May 13 and June 10.

Respectfully submitted,

Debbie Simon

PTSO Secretary[image: image1.png]



