McCarthy-Towne School PTSO Meeting Minutes

Wednesday, December 10, 2008

Attending:

	Kim Clark
	Amy Hedison
	Tracey Smith

	Marie Clougher
	Nancy Kolb
	Astrid Trostorff

	Lynne Densen
	Tina Morgan
	

	Maria Greene
	Debbie Simon
	


Introductions

Attendees went around the table and introduced themselves.

Minutes

· The minutes from November were approved. 

Principal’s Report
· Nancy updated us on pajama day, the day’s assembly, faculty meetings to define core values, curriculum work among faculty, efforts to improve lunchroom decorum and wellness committee issues.
1. Today was pajama day, earned by the students for reaching the scrip goal.  Staff and students enjoyed it!  There was also an assembly today.
2. The faculty is still working to fine-tune their core values, to help the faculty on the principal search committee.
3. Teachers are working on reviewing the math textbooks and how to best adapt and supplement them.  There is a proposal to take a “dedicated” time to do this.  

4. Staff are working to rehearse and model appropriate behavior for the lunchroom and for coming and going in a quiet manner. 

5. The wellness committee will be meeting on December 18.  Lisa Huber will make recommendations.  The most contentious issue is that of food during celebrations.  The McT faculty would like to have a choice on a classroom level with a “policy level” procedure for life-threatening allergy situations.  However, district-wide, there is some desire for uniformity.

Treasurer’s Report

· The treasurer’s report was reviewed and approved.  

FUNDRAISING UPDATES

SCRIP – Lynne
· The deadline for this month’s SCRIP is December 11, tomorrow.  As of today, the amount is low, but frequently many orders come on the last day.  The challenge goal of the previous month was reached and so the reward was a school pajama day, held today.
      LEARNING EXPRESS AND HOPSCOTCH FUNDRAISERS – Lynne for Kathleen
· Learning Express: This fundraiser on November 19 netted $133.  Each year the amount has been going down; discussion followed about the reasons for that.
· Hopscotch:  This fundraiser won’t be held as the store is closing its retail operation.
 
      GAME NIGHT – Tracey and Lynne

· The game night is being held on January 31.
· To avoid the shipping cost of returning the games, the games may be driven back to their Watertown location.
· Publicity will include press releases in the Beacon and Action Unlimited, announcing it at the January assembly and contacting the student council for their help in publicizing it.

       AUCTION – Lynne for Carolyn
· The committee held its kickoff meeting for volunteers.
· Volunteers are needed for a variety of roles, particularly parent and business donations.
· Big ticket items for the raffle are needed.
     SPIRITWEAR – Lynne for Kerry Bremer
· Astrid displayed the new fleece vest to be included in the spiritwear sale.
· The student council is having a movie night on January 23; that event will be the kickoff for the sale.

PRINCIPAL SEARCH COMMITTEE UPDATE – Lynne for Carolyn
· The final parent forum will be held on December 11 in the McT conference room.

· The search committee will review resumes over the holiday break.  The committee is hoping to have a large pool of candidates.  They will choose 10 candidates to interview; they will make recommendations for finalists at the end of January.
GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS – Astrid
· The school calendar for 2009-2010 school year has been announced.  Schools start the Tuesday before Labor Day.  There will be 3 days of school, then a 4-day Labor Day weekend, and back to school on the Tuesday after Labor Day.
· McT teachers have adopted a few families through Acton Housing Authority this year, and they will provide presents for these families during the holidays.  

 
ADJOURNMENT

· A motion was made and approved to adjourn the meeting at 7:50 pm.  
Dates of PTSO meetings for the remainder of the school year are January 14, February 11, March 11, April 15, May 13 and June 10.

Respectfully submitted,

Debbie Simon

PTSO Secretary[image: image1.png]



