McCarthy-Towne School PTSO

Meeting Minutes

Wednesday, September 10, 2008

Attending:

	Sandy Billings
	Julie Greenspan
	Christine Russell

	Anne Budner
	Stacy Harris
	Tammy Sarnelli

	Kim Clark
	Amy Hedison
	Wendy Schaad

	Marie Clougher
	Maureen Jones
	Debbie Simon

	Joan Davis
	Nancy Kolb
	Tracey Smith

	Jill Defoe
	Kim Larsson
	Catherine Suess

	Lynne Densen
	Susan Lerner
	Astrid Trostroff

	Maryellen DiPalo
	Kim Meusel
	Laura Williams

	Kristen Fitzgerald
	Kate Murray
	

	Maria Greene
	Tina Narbonne
	


Introductions


Attendees went around the table and introduced themselves.

Minutes


The minutes were accepted with the following revisions

            In the Introductions section:

· …and in 1991, she became “director of special education” was changed to “chairperson for special education for the Acton Public Schools.”

· …(EDCO, “Case and the Lab” collaboratives was changed to (EDCO, “C.A.S.E. and the L.A.B.B.B.” collaboratives). 

Principal’s Report

· The year has started off well.  There is an excitement about the start of the school year.

· During the summer the carpet on the first floor was replaced with tile.  Mold appeared and the carpets were cleaned according to recommendations.  Following the cleaning, the air quality was tested and the findings were insignificant for mold.  In order to be proactive and prevent future issues with mold on this floor we replaced the carpets. We hope to replace more carpets in the future as our carpets are aging.
· The faculty has started having meetings on defining their goals and expectations for the next 1 to 5 years, and defining their own and McCarthy-Towne’s core values, in preparation for the principal search.

· Nancy is meeting with teachers individually as well, to compile data on McT values and goals and to hear about teachers’ individual goals.   

Treasurer’s Report

· The treasurer’s report was explained and approved.  Remember that the money the PTSO raises this year is used for the 2009-2010 year’s contracted services.  

· Instructions on PTSO money handling, deposits and payments are included in the report. 

FUNDRAISING UPDATES

· Included with the agenda is a calendar with PTSO meeting/event dates and deadlines. 

GIFT WRAP/JEWELRY/BULBS – Tammy Sarnelli

· The packets have been sent out to parents.  The sale ends on September 26.  Distribution is scheduled for November 8 in the multi-purpose room.  The multi-purpose room has been reserved.  Suzi Yarin is helping Tammy with it and will be taking it over next year.  Catherine Suess has again offered her class and classroom for post-distribution day storage and delivery.

SCRIP – Lynne Densen

· The deadline for this month’s SCRIP is September 17.  An easy moneymaker – you buy store cards, you get the full value of the card, and the merchant gives a percentage to our school.  SCRIP cards will be available the following week.

FALL FAMILY PHOTO DAY  - Sandy Billings

· The fall family photo day is scheduled for September 28; it is set for the Acton Arboretum.  Julie Smith-L’Heureux, a McCarthy-Towne parent is the photographer.  $35 of the $40 sitting fee benefits the McT PTSO; families get 1 8x10 portrait for this price and may order additional photos from Julie.  A suggestion was made to post samples of Julie’s work in the school.

· Sandy is making flyers, to go home with students this week.

· Currently 9 families have signed up.  The goal, however, is to earn a couple thousand dollars from this fundraiser; more work is needed to sign up more families.   

· If more families do not sign up, Sandy will have to bundle the times into a shorter time span.
     NSTAR LIGHT BULBS – Lynne Densen for Maria Ledeboer-Cid

· NStar donates the cost of all the bulbs, so all proceeds go back to McT.  The price range for the bulbs is $3-4.  There will be a kickoff in school on October 1 with Radio Disney doing a program about energy conservation.

· Wrap-up is on October 20.

· Distribution is on November 8, in the multi-purpose room, with the gift-wrap distribution.  Packets will NOT be allowed to go home in backpacks with students.

SOCIAL UPDATES

BUDDY FAMILIES  - Marie Clougher

· Marie explained the purpose of the Buddy Family program – to welcome new families in grades 1-6.  Kindergarten families are handled differently.  New families sometimes feel overwhelmed and this program helps them understand school procedures.  It has been helpful for many families and long-term friendships/relationships have come out of it.  

· After Marie had presented a report to the School Committee in the spring about our Buddy Family program, Conant contacted Marie for more specifics.  Conant now will be using this program.

· McT runs a new student orientation before school.
OKTOBERFEST 5K – Kate Murray

· The annual 5K run/walk at the West Acton Oktoberfest is scheduled for Saturday, October 4 at 10am.  This year participants may choose to donate $5 of the $15 entry fee to a non-profit of their choice.  McT, along with other Acton schools will be participating.  The code for our school is “McT”.  Deadline for pre-registration is October 1.

CLASS POTLUCKS  - Kate Murray

· The class potlucks are a social evening for parents to meet other class parents.  It is usually an adult evening, but some classes have done other times and included students.  A host parent or organizer is needed for each class.

TOWN MEETING

· A special town meeting has been called for Thursday, October 2 to vote on a petition to deal with cash reserves.  Although that is the night of the vice presidential debate, everyone is urged to attend.

CLASSROOM SIZES

· Classroom numbers in 4th and 5th grade are down about 1 to 3 students per class.  Class sizes at 4th and 5th grades range from 24 to 27 (CASE students are included in these counts.)  Although Merriam added an additional fourth and fifth grade class, schools did not see a huge drop in class numbers, as families did not want to change schools. 

ADJOURNMENT

· A motion was made and approved to adjourn the meeting at 7:45 pm.  A meeting describing the McT principal search committee, led by Marie Altieri, Director of Personnel and Administrative Services, was to be held immediately afterward.  

Dates of PTSO meetings for the remainder of the school year are October 15, November 12, December 10, January 14, February 11, March 11, April 15, May 13 and June 10.

Respectfully submitted,

Debbie Simon

PTSO Secretary

