McCarthy-Towne School PTSO

Meeting Minutes

Wednesday, October 15, 2008

Attending:

	Kim Clark
	Amy Hedison
	Tammy Sarnelli

	Marie Clougher
	Nancy Kolb
	Debbie Simon

	Lynne Densen
	Tina Morgan
	Tracey Smith

	Julie Greenspan
	Christine Russell
	Astrid Trostroff


Introductions

Attendees went around the table and introduced themselves.

Minutes

· The minutes from September were approved. 

Principal’s Report
· October has been fun – getting to know and enjoy the students.
· Nancy updated us on meetings that she had pertaining to the Parker Damon Building.
1. The first is the Peaceful Coexistence Committee.  They have been meeting to discuss safety and quality of life issues, particularly at bus time.  One of the issues is to make sure that, cute as they may be, dogs are not allowed at bus time, as they may be a distraction and stress factor for younger children trying to get to their buses.  The other point noted is that the schools are buying new gates to cordon off the areas where only buses should be going.  Crosswalk markings have been newly painted this year as well to help ensure safety.

2. The second building group that has been meeting is the Parker Damon Building Steering Committee (PDBSC).  They have been talking about grounds keeping issues.  Currently McT does not have a parent rep on the grounds keeping committee.  New Merriam parent and committee member, Tom Wolf, has suggested approaching the Community Preservation Committee (CPC) for funds for a shade structure in the back of the building.  The cost of this structure is about $10,000 and would be shared by Merriam, McCarthy-Towne, the C.A.S.E. program and Community Ed. This would provide a place for shaded picnic tables for quiet games.  The awnings on it come down during the winter.  

3. An additional building change has occurred as the result of the departure of McT’s head custodian, Guy, who has moved over to the administration building.  There will now only be one head custodian in charge of the building overall, with custodial staff under him.  This will make it easier to shift staff between McT and Merriam.

·  In addition to regular faculty meetings, Nancy has had numerous meetings with faculty with regard to the principal search for purposes of defining McCarthy-Towne’s core values.  

· Nancy is meeting with grade-level teachers to review MCAS test results and curriculum item analysis, for purposes of curricular emphasis.   

· The superintendent search is being publicized; the process for the search is similar to that for the principal search.

· Due to economic conditions, budget issues are a rapidly changing issue that the schools may be facing.  When it comes to school finance, there tends to be a one-year lag time.

· Nancy gave an update on what Marcia is doing; she has sold her house and moved down to the Cape; she is mentoring principals of schools at-risk on a part-time basis. 
Treasurer’s Report

· The MCATs (McCarthy-Towne parent rock band) was asked to perform at a neighborhood gathering this fall and asked that the $$ be donated to the school, instead of paid to them.
· In addition to money we made on the scrip program this month, some money came in from sale of the regular school T-shirts.

· User fee (CPAC) letters will be going out shortly.
· The treasurer’s report was approved.  

FUNDRAISING UPDATES

GIFT WRAP/JEWELRY/BULBS – Tammy Sarnelli

· The sale brought in $5000, about $1000 more than last year and only about $400 of it was from jewelry.  The bulbs are in and parents will be picking them up.  Bulbs not picked up by parents will be planted on Parker Damon Building grounds.
· Distribution of other items is scheduled for November 8 in the multi-purpose room.  She could use more volunteers.

· Suzi Yarin will be taking the gift wrap sale over next year.  She is starting to re-evaluate the vendors for it.
SCRIP – Lynne Densen

· The deadline for this month’s SCRIP was the day of the October PTSO meeting.  Sales were slow, but October and January have consistently been the slowest months.
FALL FAMILY PHOTO DAY - Lynne for Sandy Billings

· The fall family photo day has been re-scheduled for October 19, due to inclement weather on the original date.  There are still open slots.

DIRECTORY - Lynne for Suzanne Kissane

· The directory has netted $660 this year.  This is less than last year, due to less ad revenue.  The printing cost has been about the same. 

     NSTAR LIGHT BULBS – Lynne for Maria Ledeboer-Cid

· Orders are coming in, but slowly.  The sale was extended until Tuesday, Oct. 21 at 9:30 am, from Friday, the 17th.  To make sure we can get them in time for Nov. 8 distribution, she will place the order on October 21 after she adds in any new orders.  So far she has orders totaling over $800.  All sales are profit for McT as NStar donates the bulbs.

·  Light bulbs will NOT be allowed to go home in backpacks with students.

OKTOBERFEST 5K – Lynne for Kate Murray
· McT earned $391.66 from the 5K run/walk at the West Acton Oktoberfest.  We had 54 participants, and received a $50 bonus for having more than 50 participants and earned a little extra for being the charitable organization with the most participants.

       RECYCLING FUNDRAISER – Debbie Simon
· We may be doing a cell phone drive.  It was suggested that it be done in January, and in a non-competitive way, with a school-wide thermometer marking progress.  We’ll enlist the aid of the student council to help make it a go!  Cell phones are the more profitable part of the collection of recycled items.  The goal, beyond financial, is to help make people aware of the recycling program, particularly as a fundraiser. 
       STORE PURCHASE FUNDRAISERS – Lynne for Kathleen Surdan
· Learning Express: Scheduled for November 19 (before Thanksgiving); have to mention McT to have the 20% go to McT, but can mention it to others or alert people as they go into the store.
· Hopscotch:  The date is not yet set, but is expected to be in early December.
· Papa Gino’s:  The date for this has not been set.  McCarthy-Towne gets 20% of proceeds among people who mentioned McT.
      CPAC FEES
· This is also known as the User fee.  Letters will be going home soon about it.  It is used to pay for enrichment performances and art supplies for art integration.  The quality of art materials makes a substantial difference in the life and quality of the artworks produced.  The amount in the fund also helps determine how many and what kind of performances can be brought to the school.
· There was some discussion about what fee to suggest; although called a “user fee”, it is a voluntary donation.  The letter will be worded in such a way that people may contribute the same amount as last year, but that more would be appreciated.
SOCIAL UPDATES

FALL SOCIAL – Lynne for Kate Murray
· The event is set for October 24 from 6 to 8pm.  The bookfair goes on simultaneously and goes for an extra half-hour afterwards; as usual, there will be a wish list for families to buy a book for teachers and/or the library.
· Stefan Durrant will be the DJ.

· There are games, crafts, pizza for sale and a cake walk.

· Admission is $5/person, up to a max of $20/family

· To participate in the cake walk, kids need to have a ticket.  Tickets are given out to those who bring a cake.  Hospitality will be providing additional cakes, so no child will be turned away from playing (even if they forgot a cake).
MCT WEBSITE – Astrid for Anne-Marie Sweeney
· Anne-Marie Sweeney is redoing the school website (school, not school PTSO) and is asking for parents’ feedback on it.  The website is one of the ways that potential principal candidates evaluate McT when considering applying for the job. 
ADJOURNMENT

· A motion was made and approved to adjourn the meeting at 8:15 pm.  
Dates of PTSO meetings for the remainder of the school year are November 12, December 10, January 14, February 11, March 11, April 15, May 13 and June 10.

Respectfully submitted,

Debbie Simon

PTSO Secretary[image: image1.png]



